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Dear Bruce,

I am sorry that my writing days are over. I appreciate
your request, however my response will be short.

Roland

407 Witmarsum W.Dr.
North Newton, KS ¢E-g
¢
Dear Members of LCMM,

Congratulations on your thirty years of working for
the Kingdom through the field of medical missions, including
education and missionary support.

I started medical school with definite plans of going intoc
psychiatry. During the first year I received God's call to
missions. For me that meant switching from psych to surgery.
Because of the Korean War, Sophie and I signed up with a relief
agency and went to Taiwan in alternate service. By the time
we had finished our three year committment we were convinced
that God wanted us to return to Taiwan on the completiocn of
my training. The Lord blessed us and the work for forty years,
and continues to.

The Word of God is filled with significant verses for Christ-
iant servants. One that I leaned on repeatedly is Isaiah 40:31.
There were many times that this bolstered me. I may not have
soared as high as some people but I felt the lift of God's breath
under my wings and I finished with out fainting.

In short, advice I would give to young people wrestling
with or having answered the call

Seek: Seek God's will for yourself and your situation.

Jeremiah 29:13.
Trust: God is faithful. II Thessalonians 3:3.
Thanks: Ephesians 5:20.

Sincerely in Christ,

=
= évm—é/ ;»’;J—'z_.,;%%
Roland Brown
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Remembering Roland
Dr. Bruce Lin

The last time we talked was in April. Dr. Brown
called me to ask me how | was doing and said
that he had been praying for me. We were on
our way home from church. | remember vividly
pulling off into a parking space in front a Pan-
da Express to talk to him, probably because we
were subconsciously hungry... To be honest, |
was a little worried when | saw his name pop up
on the phone screen.

Months earlier in 2018, when we called to chat
with him, he said that his primary care doctor
told him it was time to consider hospice. Roland
said he was given “months” to live because of
his heart issues. He sounded defiantly som-
ber then. He told me he felt he still had a few
miles left in him and told us not to worry. This
time when he called, | was anticipating similar
news. But his voice was more joyful. His son
and grandkids had been stateside for months by
then and he was enjoying their company im-
mensely. | suspect that probably contributed to
his more positive outlook. So | asked him about
the prognosis given to him by his doctor last
year. Dr. Brown said he fired that doctor... that
comment had us laughing so hard in the car that
we were getting concerned looks from people
walking by. I'm still
4 not sure if he really did
"% fire that doctor. That
M is one of the things |
will always remember
about Roland - his qui-

guy once you get to
know him. | will always
remember his humor
and joy.

Whenever we saw each other, we would get a
kick out of sharing our respective “Mennonite

times” in South Dakota, decades apart of course.

Interestingly, we went to the same church in
Freeman, South Dakota, a General Conference
Mennonite stronghold. He lived, for some time,
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near the dairy farm where | spent the first five
years of my life in the U.S with a Mennonite host
family. We knew a lot of families in common
and he intrigued me with stories of the “old-
er” generation while | caught him up with the
“younger” generation | knew. Surprisingly, he
had a few Mennonite jokes for me which just
floored me (you had to be there). Together we
tried to recollect the best Kuchen recipes. Yes,
Roland had quite a sweet tooth. By the way, his
favorite dessert in Taiwan was an old fashioned
fried caramelized banana dessert. Once when
he visited us in Fremont we found a restaurant
here that was willing to prepare that dessert for
him. When he saw that thing on the table he
was smiling from ear to ear. | will always remem-
ber that smile.

When we visited Dr Brown in North Newton,
Kansas, we were so impressed with how orga-
nized and tidy he kept his house by himself at
the age of 90! It really put us to shame. During
the customary tour of his house, he took us into
the basement where many mementos from his
China and Taiwan years (most of his life really)
were on display. There was the usual display of
many plaques and medals. | asked him what he
treasured the most and he led us into the unfin-
ished section of his basement. There, covered
with dust, were two well-traveled sturdy leather
trunks/suitcases. He said those were the ones
he and Sophie took to Taiwan. When they came
back, those were the ones they brought back,
not much more after 40 yrs of service. | wish |
had taken a picture of them together back then.
| will always remember what those suitcases
meant.

My daughter Emma once interviewed Dr. Brown
for her school assignment. She was only eight
year old but Dr. Brown was very patient with
her questions and answered her questions so
sincerely, even though he knew it was just a 4th
grade assignment. | remember she asked him
if he had any regrets in life. Of course Roland
said none really. After a moment of silence, he
quietly added that he did wish that he had more
time to spend with his family. It was one of those
quiet sacrifices he made in answering his calling.
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| doubt that anyone had heard him complain
about it. In fact, | have been told repeatedly by
those | interviewed at the MCH, that he rarely
ever complained much. If someone had not pro-
vided proper care to the patients he might get

a bit animated (which | cannot imagine) but he
never complained much. Every time we ask him
about the challenging times in the early medical
mission years, he would just tell us stories but
never complained because it was “service in the
name of Christ.” So whenever | am faced with
what | think is an insurmountable problem, Dr.
Brown pops up in my mind. | will always remem-
ber his fortitude and faith.

Dr. Brown has so many praiseworthy traits that |
literally feel unworthy after spending more time
with him. He would tell me that the formula to
effective ministry is words + attitude + action.
He practiced that formula with conviction and
near perfection. | think many who have worked
with him will attest to that. His interpretation of
servanthood is evident in his decades of work in
Taiwan. There are so many stories. Most peo-
ple have heard one or two. Yet he is so faithfully
humble. There are very few people who made
such impact on my faith and professional jour-
ney. | often wondered how different my life
would have been had | known him years earlier
in my life. | will miss Roland greatly. He has been
a spiritual beacon, inspiring role model, and a
dear friend to me.

Peace and joy, as Dr. Brown would say.

F B AFRGEZ SRR E A ERZB RN
&, £EEFHEARoland, H—H R KB E B
¥, ORI BB RBLE 09 A

Dr. Brown4& % 369 o
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From Mongolia’s Gobi Desert and Yurts to Taiwan's
East Coast Mountains and Oceanic Views

Carol Gunzel, RN

My story begins with Dad's story of going to China. He
knew the Lord was calling him to be a missionary, and
always thought of Africa, but the Lord had closed that
door several times. So, when he applied to The Evan-
gelical Alliance Mission and they asked where he wanted
to go, he said, “wherever there is a need.” There was a
great need in China so that was where he found himself
in 1933. On arrival to the coast of China, he did not
know which province he was going to. That very day, the
Mongol prince (of Inner Mongolia) had sent out word
that he wanted someone to come teach him English,
and that he, the prince, would teach that person Mon-
golian. Dad was chosen to go the to Mongol prince to
teach English and, on the side, learn Mongolian. | later
learned that his Mongolian was so good that no one
could tell he was not a Mongol.

Mom came to China a couple years later in 1935 along
with our mission director, who was coming to see the
work being done overseas. When he saw how lonely it
was for Dad living alone in a Mongol tent, the mission
director decided that instead of Mom studying the lan-
guage for a year before marrying Dad, he would perform
the ceremony that next week!

| was born in China, lived in Mongol yurts (tents), learned
some Chinese, and certainly came to love the food. Lat-
er, on furlough, my folks were forced to stay in the USA
during the Second Word War, but when it was possible
to return to China, we did so on a converted US Navel
Ship (the Marine Lynx) along with 700 other missionar-
ies! My brother and | then attended a British Missionary
boarding (OMF) school in central China. My parents later
had to evacuate to Hong Kong because of communist
infiltration in northern China. Dad, along with the Trans-
lation Committee, worked to finish the revision of the
Mongolian New Testament and to have them printed in
Hong Kong and sent up north, one at a time.

| was home schooled and later attended another British
boarding school in Hong Kong. My brother and | went
by ship to a Canadian boarding school in Alberta: the
Prairie Bible Institute High School. After Mom and Dad
returned, we all settled in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan,
where The Evangelical Alliance Mission (TEAM) had an
office. After Bible school in Sask., | attended Nursing
School in Rochester, Minnesota.

Then, in 1964 | headed off to Taiwan as a missionary with
TEAM.

After learning Mandarin in language school, | went down
to the southeast coast of Taiwan (Taitung) to help in the
medical work there. One day, as we were working on a

surgical patient, the doctor suggested | go to the USA for o
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training in giving anesthesia. At the time, we were limited
to using ether, which had good anesthetic properties
but came with negative side effects. After 18 months of
training in Minnesota, | was back in the ‘saddle’ working
in the operating room at our hospital in Taitung

In each of our surgeries, | would first pray with the
patient before putting him/her to sleep, and before the
surgeon made his first surgical incision, he, too, would
pray for protection, wisdom and God's help. | remem-
ber stopping to pray several times during one particu-
larly diifficult surgery: the patient survived (praise God!)
and became a Christian some weeks afterward!

Aside from the medical work, | felt a strong burden to
teach the Bible to the young adults in our church and
our hospital staff. There were many who said they were
Christians, but most of them had never read the Old
Testament and were not used to reading the Bible on
their own. They hardly knew anything in the Scripture.
As students in school, they were taught to memorize
everything they learned. They were not used to asking
questions about what they read or learned to under-
stand what it might mean to them. We missionary nurs-
es started Bible studies with our staff and church youth.
What a blessed ministry this was. As we started leading
Bible studies, we taught them to ask God to teach them
from His Word and what His Word meant.

Just as | was close to retiring, | learned of a Bible study
called From Creation to Christ. | felt this would give
them more understanding of the basics of Christ in

our lives. However, it had not yet been translated into
Chinese at the time, and | was readly to retire by the time
the translation was available. The hospital now has a
copy of it now to use in teaching the Word.

Just recently, | heard from one the students | had in one
of my Bible studies. She was grateful for the time of
learning and had become a Christian during that time.
When | retired, | moved in with my dear mother and
was able to be with her, enjoy her delightful outgoing
personality, and do what | could to care for her. (Our
Dad had passed away several years earlier) When Mom
needed more help and had to move to a facility with
more care, | moved to this independent living facility. It
is a great place to be and | am most grateful for God's
provision for me!

Psalm 86:11 “Teach me your way, O Lord, and | will walk
in your truth; give me an undivided heart that | may fear
your name.”

Joshua 1:8 “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from
your mother; meditate on it day and night, so that you
may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you
will be prosperous and successful.”

Carol Gunzel (retired missionary with The Evangelical Alliance
Mission in Taiwan)
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I Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me. - Matthew 25:40

Sermon: The Fiery Prophet’s Burnout
March 24, 2019
| Kings 19:4b

Dr. Frank Dennis

Intro: At the height of his success, the spectacular fire
from heaven, the total and amazing defeat of Baal and
the death of all his prophets, we would expect Elijah
to be on a spiritual high, rejoicing and confident in
God and His power and plan. But we would be wrong.
Instead, when Jezebel threatens his life he flees and
wants to die. “Take my life Lord. | am no better than
my fathers!”

That is a totally irrational statement! Which of his ancestors
ever did such a thing? Not to mention that he had predict-
ed no rain for 3 years and then started the rain again! Why
would he fear a threat from a queen when he had seen the
fabulous power of God? What can we learn from this very
unusual prophet that may help us in our service for and
walk with our Lord?

Recall the great contest between Jehovah God and Baal's
prophets; the hours of waiting for Baal to act and the
tension that that generated, the physical work constructing
the altar with 12 large stones, cutting up the bullock and
placing the wood and the animal on the altar. He probably
did all that by himself. That is a lot of hard labor! Then the
12 barrels of water hauled from the sea (?), but others did
that for him.

When he prayed the fire fell and consumed the sacrifice
and the wood and the stones and all the water in the
trench around the altar and everyone fell on their faces
before Almighty God! There was not a cloud in the sky.
This was not lightning in a storm! Imagine the emotions
that swirled around that large crowd!

Then all the 450 prophets of Baal were killed and | wonder
about the 400 prophets of the groves that were also there.
\We are not told about them, This was between Baal and
Jehovah. But either way, it was a traumatic thing! So much
blood and violence!

Then, to my mind, Elijah did a very strange thing. Was it

a mistake or a symptom or God's guidance? He went to
the top of Mt. Carmel, bowed (and prayed? It doesn't say
he prayed). He sent his servant to a better vantage point
to see if there was a cloud that might bring rain. Nothing!
So he sent him again, not just a few times but 7 times!

Did Elijah really, deep down, wonder if God was going to
send rain! It seems like a crack in his faith, that after all this,
it still might not rain. Of course that would really make

him look bad, if the drought didn’t end! Maybe he should
have just “known God would send rain!” and not gone up
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the mountain to check. This sounds like Gideon'’s fleece.
Gideon really doubted if God really had chosen him! On
the other hand, James 5:17-18 says that his prayer stopped
the rain and made it start again. It seemed that God told
him what to say and pray. There is no record he prayed to
God to make it rain again but he did go to the top of the
mountain and kneel while his servant watched for a cloud.
Maybe that was what James referred to.

So what are the factors that stressed out Elijah?

The stress of meeting Ahab, although that seemed to go
well.

The physical fatigue from a lot of exertion with a great
adrenaline rush

The murders, violence and blood

The doubt, "is there a cloud over the sea? *

Fatigue of the 17 mile run to Jezreel ahead of horses
Another 5Tmiles to Beersheba, the far south of Judea.
He leaves his servant in Beersheba and goes, alone
(bad idea)

Another day's journey into the wilderness

To list:

Emotional stress, “an adrenaline high”

Physical fatigue

Fear, actually irrational fear of Jezebel, but very real to him.
Huge expectations, so much depended on him.

Lack of another’s support, even though his own choice.
Doubt of God, a weak relationship, just a servant on a job,
finished. let down.

Application: We will never call down fire from heaven but:
What is my relationship with the Father ? Am | fellowship-
ping with Him or just serving Him?

After every sermon, a let down, “Was it effective? Did any-
one actually respond to the Word and the Holy Spirit?” “
What could | have done better?”

Do we exceed our reasonable limits, run “68 miles” when
maybe 2 is our limit?

Are we getting enough sleep, peaceful sleep? Avoid TV
and Computers at bedtime.

Do we remember what God has done in the past? (He forgot
the 100 Prophets Obidiah had saved from Jezebel in caves)
“Count your blessings, name them one by one, and it will
surprise you what the Lord has done!” And cheer you up!
He wanted to die but left it to God! Suicide is not an option!
Do we try to go it alone? Really pray for a companion, soul
brother.

What are my expectations ? Are they God's expectations
for me?

Am I really trusting God or my own wits and efforts?

Get the relationship with the Father God right. | am a son
and a friend, not just a servant. | am a member, a part of
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Christ's body on earth. Not only show His love, but receive it!
The cure:

Rest- slow down and breathe

Food- good nutrition, take care of the bodly.

Draw back from the stress if it is too much. (The wilder-
ness?)

Get back to Horeb (Sinai), return to your core beliefs, Bible
and prayer.

What is the hurricane, the earthquake and the fire? God's
mighty power that awes and terrifies. That was what Elijah
liked-the awesome POWER OF GOD. (| enjoy that too! On
the freighter to Taiwan in 1961, | enjoyed the huge waves
that tossed the ship up and down like a cork, one moment
being on top of everything and the next looking up at the
next huge wave, higher than the ship! The spray from the
bow hitting the waves actually wet the smokestacks of the
ship! And in Taiwan watching the waves go right over a
lighthouse before a typhoon! | almost got swept off a rock
watching the waves, but only lost my sunglasses. That really
impresses me with God's power! | love it!)

BUT what he needed (and what | need) was to hear the
intimate voice of God. God spoke to Elijah in a “still small
voice,” intimate and personal.

Listen for God's still small voice. “Qing ging ting” #£#¢ 4%
Listen for that new commission , maybe the old one again,
maybe not.

The daily prayer: “Lord, what would you have me to do?"”

Story: Sherry, a friend of our daughter Kathy in Indianap-
olis, came to a car wreck and heard God say, “Pray now!”.
She was on her way to a prayer meeting and agreed with
God, but He said, “No! Now" She pulled into a parking
lot 20 steps from the accident. She went to the wreck. The
driver's head was bleeding from all orifices. The driver
wanted to get out of the car. “You're in shock and shouldn't
get out” but she did anyway. Then she said “i'm cold!".
Sherry ran a got a blanket from her car and wrapped her
up. The woman was gurgling. No other car had stopped.
The woman in the damaged car was badly injured, wanted
to get out of the car and Sherry helped her out. She was
having trouble breathing but was lucid. Sherry could see
she was in bad shape so she asked, “Honey, Do you know
Jesus?”. “It's too late for me now!”. Sherry quickly told her,
“It's not too late.” “What do | do?” "Ask God to forgive
you and ask Jesus to come into your heart.” She did, and
smiled and then she died! Before the police arrived, she
diedin Sherry’s arms! A policeman arrived and Sherry said
to him, “This may sound like a strange request, but when
you learn who her family is, please tell them she accepted
the Lord before she died.” The policeman said “l am a
Christian and will be sure to pass that on., Do you want
want your blanket back?” Sherry said, “No. She was so
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cold | just want her cold body covered.” Sherry was tuned to
God's still small voice, to stop and to share Christ. And she
was ready! She knew spiritual CPR!

Story: Barbara Knutson, our friend from one of our support-
ing churches and a Wycliffe missionary tells her sad story.
She was walking to go shopping and saw a man sitting at the
base of a watertower smoking. He was obviously taking a
break from painting the high tower. She thought “I could go
talk to him,” but didn’t really have any reason to, so went right
on. Not much later she returned and he had fallen from the
tower and was dead! She was grief-stricken that she had not
recognized God's small voice and stopped to talk.

If you have visited our home you have seen the beautiful
metal sculpture of a huge bird that rotates in even a very light
breeze. It is in the valley down from our house and created
by Starr Kempf and stands in his yard. There are now 3 of

his sculptures at the new ENT Center for Performing Arts at
UCCS on N. Nevada and one downtown on Colorado Ave.
One day | was driving past Mr. Kempf's home and he was by
the street by his home working on his latest sculpture, a 30
foot bird on saw horses. What a perfect time to meet him,
thank him for his work, point out our house up on the hill from
which we saw his big bird and tell him how much pleasure his
work had given us. BUT | was in a hurry, on some errand and
just kept on driving past.

Not long after that he mounted the new sculpture in his yard
and then killed himself, April 7, 1995! | was stunned! Could
my encouragement have prevented his death? Why didn't |
stop and talk to him? | have had that deep regret for 24 years!
And | have been more apt to talk to strangers at every slight
opportunity, in check out lines, waiting at a doctors office, or
if I see any opening. Lord, help me hear and obey Your still
small voice!

Remember who you are, a son, a living member of Christ's
body, precious.

Next time we will see the further ministry of Elijah, his amaz-
ing exit to heaven, God's future plans for him on the Mount of
Transfiguration with Jesus and Moses and during the Great
Tribulation. He was an unusual prophet with a most unusual
ministry.

You should know that God has a unique ministry for every
one of His Children in Christ. Eph 2:10, 11 Have you found
yours? Are you seeking it? Jesus said, "Ask, Seek, Knock!”
And listen for His still small voice.

Vocab: Burnout #53% /13 Mount Horeb 47 21.L
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Reflections: My Calling and
Mennonite Christian Hospital Nursing school
Experiences

Susan Kehler, RN
My Calling

At age 12, | satin a small church in central Canada
listening to a missionary couple reporting on their
(Mennonite) Mission Work from China. The year was
1939. | contemplated “bringing Christ to the na-
tions"” through various careers. Over and over again
these reverberations kept going through my mind!
(I was still not a born-again believer but raised in a
Christian home).

At age 15, | committed my life to Christ. When
re-evaluating the impact that that missionary cou-
ple had had on my life, | realized that because | was
not a believer at the time, God would not ask me to
go to a foreign country to share the Good News. |
thought | must dismiss those past impressions! But
Francis Thompson's poem, “The Hound of Heaven”
(1) which begins with , “I fled him...nights...days...
years...through tears...until | heard (conclusion of
the poem) , ‘Ah, fondest, blindest, weakest, | am He
Whom thou seekest!” “So it was, “through years...,
through tears” that | struggled, however, for un-
known reasons to me, | kept on with education (nurs-
ing, Bible College, etc) until | found His Peace and
accepted His calling. By this time, | had two years of
teaching experience in a nursing school). | applied
to our Mission Board and soon headed for Taiwan,
which had been chosen by our Mission Agency since
a nurse-teacher was needed to establish a nursing
school at Mennonite Christian Hospital, situated on
the east coast --often referred to as the “Siberia of
Taiwan.”

MCH Nursing School Experiences (2)

Reflections take time! Reflections need uninterrupt-
ed stillness! My retirement years have given me
opportunity for reflections! Foremost | recall God's
faithfulness -- His guidance, eternal love, mercy, and
grace (that undeserved favor).

Below are some reflections after many years (1957-80
and 1991-3) in Taiwan.

1. First and foremost, | would score as highest prior-
ity the many transformed lives. Many students came
from a non-Christian background, but throughout
their three or four year curriculum of studies, Bible
was a requisite for each semester. Nursing students
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discovered that they were not only enrolled in a
nursing education program, they were also enrolled
in “God’s School”. For some, the changes did not
flower immediately, but the seed was planted. One
alumnus shared that after she committed her life

to Christ, she shared this with her family and three
of her sisters also accepted the Christ. This was the
beginning of building Christian community! Another
alumnus shared how she entered the nursing school
with a deep curiosity about this “so-called Western
religion.” For years, she kept herself in a “holding
mold,” but she could not shake the influence of
God's Word. Eighteen years later, she accepted
Christ as Savior and Lord and was baptized on the
confession of her faith! Many more stories could be
added! Praise God!

2. Our nursing school was never a registered school
in Taiwan (Reason: See # 4-below), yet, most of the
alumni recognized the value of their nursing educa-
tion. As one alumnus so aptly expressed her insight,
“No one can rob me of my nursing knowledge.”
While standardized methods of measuring knowl-
edge and accountability to a system definitely have
their place, one may question if systematic educa-
tional systems are necessarily the highest standard
for education. What if the faculty and students of
non-approved institutions were so highly motivated
that they excel in comparison to those from an ap-
proved institution? What if not only licensed nursing
programs assured competent and committed nurs-
es?

Several of our students joined a registered nursing
school program; one earned high honors. Another
student passed the Nursing Association’s local reg-
istered nursing examinations and was accepted into
a degree nursing program in the USA. Se eventu-
ally graduated, was licensed, and returned to MCH
Nursing School as faculty and eventually serviced as
the Director of Nursing at the hospital..

Five alumni went on to become directors of local
nursing homes, including one which received com-
mendations from government officials who were
impressed by the loving-care they experienced felt
in that home. Another alumnus achieved success in
treating extensive bed-sores that had not healed in
an elderly patient after discharge from a registered
hospital.

3. In the early years following WWII, women in Tai-
wan, especially rural or aboriginal women, were usu-
ally destined to be only a temporary member of their
biological family. Usually the little girl developed
some connection to her mother, yet her irrelevance
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to the biological family affected her role in society;
thus, education for the daughter was not considered
important. After all, she was only a girl, waiting to be
chosen to be some man’s link in his chain of descent
(3). It was therefore not surprising to find that many
female applicants brought with them inwardness, a
sense of being lost, and insecurity. We as mission-
aries were motivated to facilitate a Christian under-
standing, namely, that all human beings are created
in the image of God. The nursing school endeavored
to provide such an environment and ultimately a ca-
reer in which these young women could experience
dignity and self-worth.

One such example was when the parents of a
successful female applicant celebrated “having one
less mouth to feed” when she was accepted to the
nursing school. After graduation, this daughter went
on to financially support three brothers! Her father
praised her to so many relatives and friends that
the daughter became embarrassed! Would that our
nursing school could have provided similar oppor-
tunities for realizing dignity and self-worth for many
more of these women!

4. The main reason that prevented our nursing
school from becoming registered was the issue of
military training, which was mandatory for vocational
nursing school curricula at that time. The Mennonite
Church’s doctrine says that peace is the will of God
and as followers of Jesus we have no option but to
participate in His ministry, which includes peace, jus-
tice, and reconciliation. In the early 1950's and again
in the early 1970's, we attempted to offer "Alterna-
tive Service"” for military service training in hopes

to register our school, but we were not successful.
Recognizing that we, as foreigners, were guests in
Taiwan, we agreed to shut down our nursing school.
However, government officials were kind to us, allow-
ing us four additional years so that first year students
could complete their studies and graduate. Fur-
thermore, affiliation arrangements were made with

a registered nursing school in Taipei to supply the
hospital with much-needed nursing staff. | personally
left Taiwan in 1980, and this program folded soon
thereafter.

5. Reflection and retrospection sometimes also bring
feelings of regret. Glaringly evident was the fact of at
least two shortcomings in our curriculum. First, it fell
far short in cross-cultural emphasis. There was great
variety of ethnic and cultural background among
students and faculty: seven ethnic first-nations
groups each with their own language, students of
ethnic Taiwanese background, and a representation
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of Mainland Chinese with a mixture of Canadian and I BGEAEMA TARGHPHTE, N L

American faculty. We never lacked translators for B R 5 R AL 197238 #&(33"’35}?)

our variety of patients! Perhaps because we all so A A G R F N FAR M 699015
unquestionably accepted and lived with each other, WAL, 1987dH k.  (1007)

this value of cross-cultural appreciation slipped by

unnoticed!

A second shortcoming was the lack of research.
To this day, | deeply regret this. In my graduate
studies at University of California, San Francisco
(1968-9) we were taught that if we knew how to apply
research methods, we would never lack innovative
ways of resolving many of our problems.

Conclusion
MCH Board of Directors together with Hospital Ad- %ggoﬁga
ministration and the faculty of MCH Nursing School RIFTREE R RINZE AR L AUtE

believed that the nursing school needed to close
prematurely. But the writer of the book of Hebrews
provides hope! Abraham and Sara also did not

live to see the completion of their “life’s journey” &AM #3ZEF  Ms. Susan Kehler g%
(Heb.11:8-12). Perhaps their unfinished journey pro-

vides a metaphor for the late MCH Nursing School. 19575 g K 4609 B R as oy X B FI38 € 89Uk
Certainly, segments of fulfillment of our past experi- 2%, RASGHRIPIHER, ITHEHE RN
ences can be celebrated. Rupp, in his commentary HYHBEANFER. BEEREEFTF S g1
of Genesis, when focusing on Abraham’s story says, RERY %, MASHERMARGEE, 2F
“For those who expect for all to be realized in their R E A R T AR L. RAESE
generation, the unfinished journey reminds them 658 A, BERAN, BAKHR, £

that we cannot demand of the present all that the RO ERAE. PERBEE =B BREARE,
future promises.”(4) This priceless hope remains with
us to this day! What a treasure! Thanks be to God!

NOTES

(1) Williams, Oscar (editor). Immortal Poems of

the English Language, Packet Books, Inc., 1952
“The Hound of Heaven”, by Thompson, Francis.
1954. (pp. 476-81).

(2) Kehler (Martens), Susan. Journey of Many Steps:
A History of Mennonite Christian Hospital School of
Nursing. Published by Mennonite Christian Hospital,
Hualien, Taiwan (Excerpts of “Afterwards: Conclud-
ing Reflections. 2003 (pp. 139 - 49).

(3) Wolf, Margery. Women and the Family in Rural
Taiwan. Stanford University Press, Stanford, CA.,
1972 (pp.33 - 35).

(4) Roop, Eugene. Genesis, Believer's Church Com-
mentary. Herold Press, Scottdale, PA., 1987 (p. 100).
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Links in a Chain

Dr. Mary Jeanne Buttrey

| recently received a message from a friend in Taiwan
who related the news of several baptisms among
women working at Mackay Memorial Hospital. They
had been led since last year in a small group Bible
study by one of the doctors. She also spent time
with someone one on one looking at Scripture. That
individual gave her life to Christ. It turns out that the
doctor leading the Bible study was someone | had
the privilege of knowing many years ago at MMH,
having met during her year of internship. We came
to know each other through the Doctor’s Fellowship,
but soon the two of us started meeting for Bible
study and prayer. Now as an attending physician,
she's helping others to study God's word, encourag-
ing them to trust Christ and to invite their friends to
come learn about him. The person giving this testi-
mony was very moved, stating & #|4& 5 694 F—K
—RAFART *.

Praise God that it is his work! He is the one spread-
ing his kingdom. He is the one drawing people to
himself. He is the one who opens people’s eyes to
the truth of the gospel. What a privilege we have to
be part of that work! But there is a challenge as well.
Because God's perspective is so much greater than
ours, it can be hard to gauge the effect of our small
part in his work. | have found it all too easy to fall into
the world's way of thinking, trying to figure out how
to measure “my success.”

There's nothing wrong with rejoicing over measur-
able advances. Completion of a translation of the
entire Bible into a new language. A new church es-
tablished. A group of unbelievers agreeing to meet
to study the Bible. Decisions for Christ reported after
an evangelistic meeting. Isn't the latter modeled on
what we see in Acts 27 After Peter’s sermon on the
day of Pentecost, we read that “those who received
his word were baptized, and there were added that
day about 3000 souls.”

| think that final example calls for some caution, how-
ever. Believing as we do that Luke was writing under
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, we can infer that
the Spirit knew that those people had truly believed.
We may count the number of hands raised after an
invitation to believe, but we don't have the Spirit's
perspective to know whether those were all true
decisions for Christ. Other factors may be at play,
such as people raising a hand to please the Christian
friends who had brought them. That doesn’t mean
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it wasn't real at the time, but perhaps not. It may
also have been the first step someone took toward
Christ, even though a definite decision had not been
made. We simply don't know. But God does! Isaiah
records God saying "l make known the end from the
beginning, from ancient time, what is still to come.

| say, ‘My purpose will stand, and | will do all that |
please.” (Is 46:10)

Not every encounter or season---or even a lifetime-
--of ministry yields even such semi-measurable “re-
sults.” How can we know that we are being faithful to
what God has called us to? Many years ago, a col-
league used the analogy of links in a chain. By God's
grace and in his plan, | may have a brief opportunity
to influence certain people at some point in their
journeys. They may be on their way to understand-
ing who God is or why they need to Jesus. They
may already be Christians in need of discipling in a
particular matter. But | must remember that it is God
who is sees the entire chain of those people’s lives.
He has given me the opportunity to participate at
perhaps just one point, but he is responsible for the
ultimate result. Do | fail at times to take the small
part he has given me? Of course! Do | sometimes
get to see exciting breakthroughs? Yes, praise God!
But if the majority of our service to him is being as
faithful as we can in those encounters he gives us,
then we can rejoice in the knowledge that he is at
work and will do all that he pleases.

As | think back on my own life, | realize there are so
many people God has used to help me grow in my
relationship with Jesus. Can you imagine what it will
be like at the marriage feast of the Lamb? We will

be basking in the joy of Jesus’ presence, thanking
him for all he has done for us. | suspect, too, that as
we meet together as the bride of Christ, we will be
thanking one another the contributions each has
made to our spiritual journeys as we have allowed
God our Father to use us.

Mary Jeanne Buttrey, MD

P

July 6, 2019
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Your life is like a coin

Marilyn Tank

“Your life is like a coin. You can spend it any way you
wish, but you can only spend it once.”

The quote is from my mother, Lillian Dickson. Who
spent 40 years in Taiwan serving in Christ's name.

While he was still studying in seminary, my father
went to Canada for a summer pastorate. While he
was there the Canadian Board of Missions asked

him to go to Formosa as their missionary. “We really
need you!” they said. My father wrote his fiancé
Lillian and she replied “Since we only have one life
to give, let us go where there is the greatest need.”

That continued to be Lillian’s lifelong goal - “to help
where no one else is helping.”

After her children were raised my father asked Lillian
to teach some courses at the Taiwan Theological
College. She complied. After World War Il my
parents found a spiritual revival in the mountains of
Taiwan. Although my father attended many tribal
church openings he was still the principal of the
theological seminary. Therefore he asked Lillian

to attend the church dedications in his stead. My
mother thus became acquainted with the needs in
the mountains. At first Lillian accompanied the Men-
nonite Mobile Clinic. She was given the title Scabies
Specialist since she had received only a basic course
in medicine.

But she soon became aware of the deep needs of
Taiwan'’s tribal people.

TB was rampant ! The mountain people needed a
low cost TB sanatorium.

Many tribal mothers had lost babies during child-
birth. The mountain women needed clean and safe
maternity wards.

Lillian learned about Black Foot in Southern Taiwan.
The person’s foot would turn black and he would be
in extreme pain. The only remedy was amputation.
Later we learned it came from arsenic in the drinking
water.

Other areas of need surfaced with the blind, the
deaf and developmental challenged children and
the needs of the individuals with leprosy. On my last
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visit to Taiwan there was a noisy interruption in the
Church of the Lepers. A lady on a cart was pushed
down the aisle. “l was 16 and hungry and no one
fed me. Your mother provided food for me!” She
had bone leprosy which destroys your hands-and
feet.

| am going to close with an excerpt from one of my
Mother’s talks.

It's a deep and awful truth that God will also judge
us for the things we didn’t do.

If you live your lite for yourself, that’s stupid and selfish.
What | like to eat
What | want to wear
The things that give me pleasure
And you die

“Well, | went to church
Didn’t | call upon Your Name?”

God says we show our love to Him by being kind to
His other children.

Saved alone will be a very poor testimony when

you get home to heaven. You can help somebody
else, And even if you don’t see him on earth you can
see him in Heaven. That’s for sure.

“Here or hereafter we shall see it | ended
This mighty task to which our souls are set

And if from beyond then with the vision splendid

We shall look back and never know regret”

Regret’s the thing that hurts when you think “I might

have done more, but | didn't “
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LCMM Projects-Health talk & Disease Screening

Entering the communities and serving them
Kidney Disease Screening and Awareness
Program (KDSAP)

Li-Li Hsiao, M.D., Ph.D.

The mission of LCMM is to call more Christian individu-
als and churches to support medical missions. In follow-
ing Jesus' footsteps, LCMM aims to serve the commu-
nity and the poor by caring not only for their spiritual
but also physical health and wellbeing. One of LCMM's
significant initiatives in recent years has been its part-
nership with the local Kidney Disease Screening and
Awareness Program (KDSAP) chapter at UC Berkeley.

KDSAP is a national organization whose mission is to
serve the underserved. It does so primarily by training
undergraduate students to work with physicians and
offer free kidney health screenings and education in
underserved communities. KDSAP was founded by
LCMM Board Member, Li-Li Hsiao, MD, PhD, at Harvard
College in 2008. Community screenings include mea-
surements for blood pressure, blood glucose, urinalysis,
body mass index (BMI), and waist-hip ratio (WHR), as
well as physician consultation. Services do not require
medical insurance and are completely free and cultural-
ly-sensitive.

LCMM has inducted UC Berkeley KDSAP screenings
into our annual activities. We have served communi-
ties by providing these free health screenings through
partnerships with many local churches, including Home
of Christ Church in Fremont for the very first screening
in October 2016, Berkeley Chinese for Christ Church,
Home of Christ Church in Cupertino, and Home

of Christ Church in Menlo Park. Together, we have
screened over 250 individuals and offered valuable
health education to over 500 people at screenings and
additional workshops, which have all been very well-re-
ceived. LCMM has played pivotal roles in making con-
nections and reaching Chinese community members
with these health outreach events.

We are thankful for opportunities like this to demon-
strate God's love to our neighbors, and trust that He will
continue to expand our ministry and bless the fruit of
our labor in the days to come.
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LCMM Projects
- Retired Medical Missionary Connection ( RMMC)

A visit to Ms. Joy Randall
Dr. Hwa-Ying Clair Wang

We were driving from downtown Toronto toward
east along the Lake Ontario. While we were enjoy-
ing the scenic view of Canada, the thought of Joy
Randall, whom we were going to meet, kept pop-
ping up in our minds. What was that force behind
and how deep was that love that more than 50 years
ago propelled a young nurse to give up the comfort-
able life of North America to go to a totally unfamil-
iar place called Formosa to help providing health-
care services in a remote village called Changhua for
35 years?

Joy Randall made many contributions to the Nurs-
ing Department of Changhua Christian Hospi-

tal. Instead of relying on the in-patient’s families

to provide the cares to the patients as was done

in early years, she transformed the practice into

a professional nursing care service. The Nursing
Department, which originally consisted of only 120
staff members, was later expanded to become a
1000-members team. From able to offer only the
ordinary cares initially, she grew the services to pro-
vide special nursing cares in each individual depart-
ment. Joy was the winner of 10th annual Medical
Contribution Award in the year 2000. After 35 years
of medical mission, she retired to her hometown in
Cobourg in Ontario which is approximately a 2-hour
drive from Toronto.

We made an appointment to meet with Joy on
Sunday (5/26/2019) morning. We were first to ar-
rive at her church, St. Andrew Presbyterian church

in Cobourg, to join the Sunday worship with her.
We arrived early, but Joy had already been waiting
at the front entrance to welcome us. She looked
bright and vibrant. Other than needing a cane to
help with walking due to weak knees, she had not
changed much from a picture she took in early years.
Although we did not know her personally before,
knowing by God’s wish she gave all out her love and
caring to Taiwan, it was as if we were re-uniting with
a long-lost friend. We were full of joy. Particularly
able to worship with her filled us with an indescrib-
able gratitude to the Lord.

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, which commis-
sioned her to Taiwan, was the church she attended
when she grew up. After she retired from the mis-
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sion field, she still actively serves in the church as an
Elder responsible for various duties such as pastoral
care and women mission service. From the task list
to be completed in the following week posted on the
weekly bulletin, we discovered that even at age 75,
this faithful servant of the Lord is still serving full time.
She sets an example for us seniors to follow.

After returning to her hometown, she lived by herself
in the house she grew up in. We were privileged to
be invited to her house to chat a little bit. It is hard
to imagine that 80 years ago in this cozy home, her
parents were able to bring up five devoted children.
Inside the house were displays of artifacts from Tai-
wan, fully showing her fond remembrance of Taiwan.
She particularly introduced to us a map of Taiwan
hung on the wall. It was embroidered by a leprosy
patient. She also showed us the jewelries she usually
wore. They are all crafted with Chinese characters.
On a necklace were “faith hope and love”; on a
bracelet were “Changhua and the fruits of the Spirit”
and on a ring were “love and joy”, all showing her
fond memories of Taiwan. Using affable Taiwanese
dialect she recounted the past and tallied the graces
of the Lord.

Hanging on a wall was a picture of Joy at age of 2 or
3. ltook a picture of it as a souvenir. It is a remi-
niscence of the wish of the Lord and the submissive-
ness of people. More than 70 years ago, the Lord
had already laid down a special plan for this lovely
girl. Born in a devoted family, she responded to the
Lord's calling by following Him obediently far away to
Taiwan to spread the gospels and serve the people in
Changhua. What a noble calling!

Reluctantly when we had to leave, Joy repeatedly
reminded us to forward her gratitude to LCMM co-
workers and supporters. To her, the care and atten-
tiveness we gave her was a blessing from the Lord.

In addition to recollecting the Lord’s love of Taiwan
people, the visit of Joy Randall clearly manifests the
resolve of Joy to devote her life to the Lord. Even re-
lying on a can while walking, after returning to home-
town from the mission field, Joy continues to serve
and dedicate her remaining life to the Lord. She is a
good model for everyone to follow.
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LCMM Projects -

Retired Medical Missionary Connection ( RMMC)

A visit to Dr. Epp
Dr. Paul Cheng

Still under the darkness in one early morning of May,
we drove to San Francisco International Airport to
catch the 6:00 am flight to Denver, and from there
we made a connected flight on a small airplane to
Winnipeg in Manitoba Province, central Canada.
This was LCMM first ever visit to Dr. Carl Epp and his
wife Madeleine. Dr. Epp served Taiwan for 20 years
in Hualien, a place where medical services were ex-
tremely lacking at the time.

Dr. Epp is now 89 years old, due to a stroke suffered
few years ago and other illnesses, his movement
and speaking were a little bit slow, but he still had
good memory and was able to talk thoughtfully and
orderly. He thanked LCMM for offering continuous
caring and supports in past several years, making
him feel that Taiwan is still somewhat bonded with
him instead of just turning into memory. Dr. Epp’s
original discipline was education, after teaching for
several years, he discovered that his actual passion
was in biological science, therefore, he switched
field to enroll in the medical school. After grad-
uation, he stayed in his hometown to work as a
family doctor, he got married and the four children
that later arrived. Initially, Dr. Epp thought he could
simply settle down like that, but then the love of
God touched upon him, making him rethink that
the purpose of his learning medicine was not just

to obtain satisfaction in knowledge or have a stable
life, but to help the weak in places with great needs.
Through working with Mennonite Church, he faced
two choice, first was to serve somewhere in India and
second was to go to Hualien in Taiwan. Dr. Epp chose
Hualien, at age 42, accompanied by his supportive
wife and four young children, he brought along God’s
love of Taiwan people and gospels with him to Hual-
ian, and that stay in Hualien lasted for 20 years.

In Hualien Mennonite Hospital, one of the main tasks
Dr. Epp had to do is to build up the internal medi-
cine system and to train some local young doctors
who were willing to come to work in such a remote
area. At the time, although lacking facilities in the
hospital and having inadequate resources in con-
strained conditions to train specialist doctors were a
concern, he found out an even bigger challenge in
teaching those young doctors was to change their
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misconception that came from tradition and mis-
guided perception, in particular, their fear of death
and beliefs of some taboos are no different from that
of the patients and their family members. Realizing
that only gospels could change this mindset, he
prayed to God for the wisdom and opportunities.

He remembered one incident vividly, when a 16-year
old girl passed away in the hospital, several young
doctors whom he supervised suddenly asked him
why the girl passed away with a hanging smile and
her family members also appeared at peace. grasp-
ing this opportunity, he shared with them his view of
the meaning and values of life and the promise and
hope of eternity. This experience greatly encour-
aged him, Even though facing a lot of difficulties
and challenges, he was still willing to continue to stay
to train young doctors and take care of the people in
need in Hualien.

Dr. Epp’s first wife passed away more than 20 years
ago due to cancer, several years after her passing,
God arranged for him his present wife and they
have been together for 20 years since. They actu-
ally had known each other for years. Mrs. Epp was

a teacher sent by Mennonite Church commissioned
to Taiwan, she taught children of Dr. Epp and other
missionaries. Their parents, all believers, emigrated
to Manitoba Province from Ukraine to run away from
oppression, caring for the weak and against war are
always important doctrines of Mennonite Church.
“Canadian Museum for Human Rights” in Winnipeg
is a very large museum, the kind that is rarely seen in
the world, unfortunately, we did not have time to visit
the museum. Winnipeg is also a city in recent years
taken in many refugees from different places to live
in their communities.

Dr. Epp invited us to stay for dinner that was per-
sonally prepared by Mrs. Epp, there were mouthwa-
tering white rice, braised spare ribs and vegetables.
We brought them a box of pineapple cake, dump-
ling, shumai and beef burrito, snacks that they liked
in addition to a red pouch. During the three-hour
meeting, we felt strongly the grace and love of God
emanated from Dr. and Mrs. Epp. Hanging on the
wall next to the dining table was a couplet sent to
them by the colleagues of Mennonite Hospital. On
the couplet were the words of encouragement Apos-
tle Paul wrote in 1-Corinthians: “Always give yourself
fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that
your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” | deeply be-
lieve that Dr. Epp has already attained such recog-
nition, the seeds he sowed and the fruits he bore in
his 20 years of serving for the Lord in Hualien will be
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remembered by our Lord.

We thank the Lord to give LCMM the opportunity to
care for retired medical missionaries such as Dr. Epp.
Most of them are in old age and in need of living
and healthcare supports. In addition to Dr. Epp, our
coworkers also separately visited Susan Kehler and
Carol Gunzel who live nearby Vancouver and Joy
Randall who lives nearby Toronto. (Susan Kehler
founded Mennonite Nursing School and served in
Hualien for 36 years. Carol Gunzel served as anes-
thesiologist in Taitung Christian Hospital. Joy Randall
served in Changhua Christian Hospital for 30 years.)

Two years ago, we traveled to Norway to visit Bjarne
Gislefoss ( also known as “Grandpa”, the founding
principal of Puli Christian Hospital), Dr. Bjorgass
(who served in Taiwan for more than 30 years, mainly
in Pingtung) and missionary Kari Jotan (who served
in Taiwan for 32 years, mainly in Puli as a midwifery nurse).

We visited Joyce Ditmanson (the wife of Dr. Marcy
Ditmanson, who founded Chiayi Christian Hospital)
and sadly attended her memorial service last year. In
addition, we visited Betty Williams (who set up the
laboratory in Puli Christian Hospital), and after her
passing, we continue to care for her husband, Pastor
Don Williams who has been gravely ill. We also visit-
ed 92-year old Dr. Roland Brown (who founded Men-
nonite Hospital in Hualien) and Marilyn Tank (who
served many years in Taiwan, taking over the work

of her mother Mrs. Lilian Dickson). Also visited were
several missionaries who were still in decent health
with good mobility, such as Dr. and Mrs. Frank Den-
nis (who served in Taitung for 33 years), Dr. and Mrs.
Bob Long (who was a pediatrician serving in Taitung
Christian Hospital for 24 years), Dr. Stafford (who
served in Taitung Christian Hospital for 26 years) and
Dr. Jeanne Mary Buttrey (who served in MacKay Hos-
pital for more than 30 years). In addition to the visits,
we also invited them to participate in some LCMM
activities to share with more people, particularly the
younger generation, the touching stories of their
devotion, hopefully the younger generation will also
be inspired by them to go to places to help those
who are in need and to spread the words of gospels.
LCMM is holding a retreat in northern California in
September. Dr. Frank Dennis and Dr. Bob Long have
been invited to share their experience in this event.

The Lord has greatly blessed Taiwan. More than

50 years ago, He touched upon all those medical
missionaries who had great love of God and Taiwan
people, willingly to submit themselves to the Lord’s
calling and dispatch, they committed and devoted
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themselves by going to places such as Hualien, Puli,
Chiayi and Taitung, etc., to bring blessing to the local
people who were suffering due to no medical care in
place .The foundation they laid down and the seeds
they sowed have all blossomed and borne fruits.
Many of those clinics or hospitals they started have
now grown to become modernized and full scaled
hospitals, they have become guardians to provide
healthcare for the locals and lampstands of gospels.
Those are the benevolent designs of the Lord to let
more people receive the benefits of gospels. We
believe the Lord is also anticipating more people
would come and take the batons passed down by
those medical missionaries to go to many more plac-
es with great needs to serve and care for the weak
and spread the love of the Lord. It will be the best
and most meaningful rewards those retired medical
missionaries would love to receive and witness.

LCMM - Missionary Support Project

Dr. Okamoto mission journal
June 14, 2019

Buenas noches,
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so when | went back on line | found a lubricant that
| needed called Prolube and it was manufactured by
Certol in Commerce City! Upon calling the company,
| was given 2 bottles as a wonderful donation to the
hospital. How great is our God!
Of course, with help of
our team of 5 leaving
from Denver, | loaded
each person up with
items to bring. Since |
needed time to instruct

: = the nursing staff on the
use of the retractors, Brenda, Lynda, and | were like
pack mules carrying this heavy retractor with 2 large
sterilization boxes that the Thompson company sup-
plied. On the United flight into Guatemala | met a
wonderful born-again Christian steward who helped
me not to lose my computer when it was left behind.
The line through customs made the security lines
at the Denver International Airport look small but
we eventually made it through only to discover that
our luggage was not on the carousel. Once again,
our luggage had been set aside because it took us
forever to get through customs and we rejoiced that
all our luggage made it. To make the blessing even
better, we divided up our entrance into the country
and the three of us got a green light which meant
that we did not have to have our luggage searched!!

The first stop was to AMG international headquar-
ters in Guatemala City where Ruth gave us a general
introduction to the services offered in the country.
These major categories included Education, Health,
Disaster Relief, Protection and Restoration, Sponsor-
ship, and Vocational plans so that those most vulner-
able can be helped spiritually, intellectually, emo-
tionally, socially, and physically in over 30 different
locations throughout the country along with sup-
porting over 8000 children, their families and com-
munities.

One such program is the Santa Maria School where
they give the older teenagers

who are very street wise from a life of recycling at
the city dump an opportunity to get an education
by teaching them in an accelerated fashion getting
them through grammer school, middle school, and
high school in 4 years so that they can attend col-
lege. This is no small feat for the teachers to gain
these students trust and cooperation.

Then after seeing a few patients at the AMG head-
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quarters, we decided that it was a little late to be
leaving the city so we spent the night at the AMG
house and left, you guessed it at 5 o'clock in the
morning the next day! You see travel up to Cubulco
can be treacherous and it is not something | like to
accomplish in the dark. Signs warning of dangerous
curves dot the mountain roads and it is not uncom-
mon to see small memorials along the way reminding
one that a life was lost at that very spot so one truly
needs to take these curves seriously. Then again,
these roads are often not made for handling the traf-
fic that transverses them.

Please be in prayer for the rest of the team coming
from the states on Saturday- for safe travels, easy
passage through customs, no lost luggage, and a
good nights sleep in Guatemala City before they
make the jaunt up to Cubulco. Thanks for all your
prayers. We truly know that your support is what
makes this trip possible.
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LCMM - Overseas Project

To fulfill God’s good purpose in Bangladesh
Dr. Paul Cheng

Thanks be to God for grace and guidance in allow-
ing LCMM co-workers to come to Bangladesh again,
using medical care to serve the poor and to share
the gospel of God's salvation and love. For the sec-
ond time, American Chinese Evangelical Seminary
and the only Chinese church in Bangladesh worked
together to create an opportunity for cross-cultural
Christian work. In terms of health care, the Chinese
Christian Dental Service (CCDS) from Taiwan joined
us this year. Besides the dental team from Taiwan, the
multicultural group included an acupuncturist, two
dentists from China, an pediatrician and an internist
from the US, several pharmacists, nurses, and other
volunteers. Compared to the previous year, we saw
improvements in both the service provided and the
results it yielded. Several more health-related talks
were also given in new locations.

When LCMM was planning a new ministry in Bangla-
desh last year, we knew that we needed to have long-
term plans and commitment. After the first short-term
missions trip, we set up an infirmary in a primary
school in the Ashuli slum area to address the chronic
healthcare needs of these children. The local Chinese
church had established the school for all Bangladeshi
children, giving the community a chance to hear the
gospel. We believed that providing medical services
through the school could greatly benefit the local
community. The original plans only involved provid-
ing pediatric care, but immediately adults also came
seeking medical care, so adult services were soon
added as well. Through the infirmary, the school has
become increasingly well-established, and the work
of the gospel has consequently expanded rapidly.
The original plans for a children’s Sunday school have
already evolved to include a fixed Sunday worship,
with a church soon to be established.

The Bengali Church in the Kamapara District, sup-
ported by the Chinese Church, also experienced
substantial growth after participating in the short-
term mission last year. Instead of meeting in the

local pastor’s small apartment, the congregation has
started a new gospel station in another community,
Mudafa. The church hopes that the short-term team
can help promote their continued growth. LCMM will
continue to work with Taiwan’s dental team, and we
hope that more co-workers will join us in this mission.
We hope to send two or three medical teams each
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year to serve in different regions. We also recently
reached out to a nearby Christian hospital to discuss
the possibility of cooperation. Although the hospital
is old and the equipment is simple, they serve in the
love of Christ and keep treatment fees low. We hope
that patients needing more intensive treatment can
referred to the hospital and that, in return, LCMM
physicians can eventually help the Bangladeshi doc-
tors develop their medical infrastructure.

This short-term mission trip also gave participants
an opportunity to come together to serve. These 22
individuals came from different places, lifestyles, and
professional backgrounds and with different under-
standing in missions, but together they were able to
work together for the gospel. We will continue to do
our best to fulfill the work entrusted by God. We are
also very grateful to the local Chinese and Bangla-
deshi Christians for matching our efforts and provid-
ing us generous support, allowing us to successfully
complete many kinds of ministry despite harsh
weather and environmental conditions. As we saw
patients visiting the clinic, we ere reminded that Lord
Jesus traveled from town to town, saw many poor
and helpless people, empathized with them, and
ultimately called his disciples to do the same. Are we
touched by God's heart? Do we share His compas-
sion? Are we willing to accept the mission the Lord
gave us, to go to the threshing field, sow seeds, and
reap the harvest?

God's good purpose is to preach the gospel of the
kingdom to all nations, including Bangladesh, a
country with a population of 160 million. He blessed
a Taiwanese businessman who loved the Lord with
successful career in order to establish a church to
evangelize to the Chinese community in Bangla-
desh. God then touched the hearts of the locals
using different vessels to introduce Christ’s love and
salvation to Bangladesh people through the church’s
presence. Thanks be to God for blessing us all with
zeal for Him, and may He grant us the opportunity
to continue this work alongside local Bangladeshi
Christians and believers from different countries.
May the Spirit of God work in us to enable us to offer
our time, strength, money, and talents in His service.
Two years ago, | went to Norway to visit Dr. Olav
Bjorgass, who dedicated his life to serving in Taiwan.
| asked if he had any words of encouragement. This
90-year-old missionary only said four short words:
“More God, less ego.” May we strive to imitate the
many faithful servants of God who served in the first
line of missions, to understand the will of God for us,
and to be used by God for His glory.
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LCMM - NEW Oversease Project

Alcohol Intolerance Education and Oral Care
Workshop

Dr. James Chen

On a bus from Zuoying to Hengchun, | looked out to
the beautiful coastline of Taiwan and recalled many
of my childhood memories from years ago growing
up in Taipei. | seemed to remember that during my
time in Taiwan up to college graduation, | passed

by the town of Hengchun only once, which left me
without much but a very vague impression. In our
Bible, there are many stories associated with the
number of 40. This year so happens to be my 40th
year of moving to the United States from Taiwan.
After a long 40 years of wandering, | had now circled
back to the little town of Hengchun. It was a trip full
of emotion and excitement, but also a deep sense
of gratitude and conviction in the hope that perhaps
we would be able to offer something back to this
lovely homeland and little town. God's grace and
blessings are immeasurable and countless.

Half of the people in Taiwan are alcohol intolerant
This time, | have come to Taiwan to hold three
alcohol intolerance health education and oral exam-
ination training workshops for the first time. They will
be held this week in Hengchun Christian Hospital,
Chiayi Christian Hospital and National Yang-Ming
University. It is a memorable milestone and | deeply
believe that it is not by chance that God aligns our
individual Christian faith with His intended purpose
for us. Back in 2007, while conducting research in my
lab at Stanford University Medical School, God guid-
ed me to the discovery a group of intriguing small
molecule acetaldehyde dehydrogenase (ALDH2) ac-
tivators. Several Stanford faculty members and col-
leagues persuaded me to develop these chemicals
into a medical drug. The university also supported
me to focus my research on Asian-specific diseases.

| stumbled upon a few diseases that were associated
with the well-known Asian alcohol flushing syndrome
(alcohol intolerance) which affects about 580 million
East Asians in Taiwan, Korea, Japan and China. |
found it amazing that Taiwan has the highest preva-
lence of alcohol intolerance in the world, with almost
half of its population carrying the ALDH2 mutation
that makes these people unable to process alcohol
properly, hence the alcohol flushing reaction.

| returned to Taiwan in 2008 aiming to understand
more about the health issues related to alcohol
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intolerance. From my conversations with many peo-
ple, | began to realize that there were many miscon-
ceptions and misinformation about alcohol flushing
among the local people. Many physicians | talked

to did not know that alcohol drinking is a high-risk
factor for oral, esophageal cancers and other diseas-
es, even more so for people with alcohol intolerance.
Most people in Taiwan were aware of the danger of
betel nut chewing or smoking for oral cancer, but
few people knew that alcohol drinking was also one
of the high-risk factors for upper aerodigestive track
cancers.

Although not trained in public health, | did notice
that upper aerodigestive track cancers were very
common in Taiwan. For examples, there are still about
6,000 new cases of oral cancer and 3,000 deaths each
year. The majority of these cancer patients are young
and middle-aged men from the most vulnerable and
underprivileged social-economic groups in Taiwan,
such as hard laborers, fishermen and drivers in the
transportation industry. Once diagnosed with oral
cancer, these patients and their families are often
under tremendous economic, physical, psychological
and social hardships. | thought that if | were in Tai-
wan, perhaps | could contribute to develop a better
public health education and oral cancer prevention
program.

Three years later, in 2011, together with the CEO of
Luke Christian Medical Mission, Dr. Paul Cheng, Dr.
Li-Li Hsiao from Harvard University and my wife, Dr.
Margaret Lee, we held Cultural Exchange English
Camp at Mackay Medial College in northern Tai-
wan with a group of American Christian pre-medical
students and 50-60 Mackay Medical School students.
Since then, | have had many opportunities to return
to Taiwan. For 8 years, God also gave me oppor-
tunities to observe and get to know many faithful,
enthusiastic and extremely talented young students
and Christian medical professionals scattered across
universities, Christian hospitals and Christian medical
organizations. These trips helped to enrich our dis-
cussions and vision, and they deepened friendships
among Christians and non-Christians in Taiwan.

Uniting concerned Taiwan public health organizations
By God's miraculous arrangement, it seemed so
natural and effortless that we were able to connect a
group of enthusiastic medical professionals, students
and volunteers from different communities between
the U.S. and Taiwan to establish the Stanford-Taiwan
ALDH2 Research Consortium and Taiwan Alcohol
Intolerance Education Society. | am thankful that
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many participants and supporters are Christians
from LCMM, Chinese Christian Medical Association
(CCMM in Taiwan), Taiwan Christian Medical Asso-
ciation (TCMA) and various Christian hospitals. | am
also immensely grateful for the help of friends willing
to help raise the awareness and community care on
issues related to alcohol and alcohol intolerance.
Our Lord Jesus has blessed us with different talents.
One of the greater blessings is to be able to com-
bine our God-given talents and possession with His
calling for us. It is my prayer that through the partic-
ipation of “alcohol intolerance education and oral
care workshops”, we would serve our communities
in the remote areas of Taiwan, to prevent oral cancer
and promote healthcare for our society. It is a way to
be inspired, to demonstrate and practice God's love
and to grow our faith to trust in Him more.

It remains for me to find out why, in 1956, out of
nowhere, a group of Finnish medical missionaries
chose to come to Taiwan from far away. They began
their small clinics in the little town of Hengchun to
serve the locals and indigenous tribal people in the
surrounding peninsula. By their love and faith, they
founded the present-day Hengchun Christian Hos-
pital. The medical history of Taiwan is full of miracu-
lous stories like these of sacrifices and the devotion
of foreign medical missionaries. But when those mis-
sionaries who had devoted 30-40 of the best years of
their lives to serve in Taiwan were interviewed, they
would all tell you unequivocally and without hesi-
tation that those years in Taiwan were the happiest
and sweetest of their life. This is because they were
touched by and answered to our Lord's calling to
serve by their special profession as a gift from God.
They were given and seized the opportunity to com-
pletely live their lives by faith. Therefore, they were
blessed, experiencing the unspeakable joy derived
by living out from faith. It is easy for me to commem-
orate 1956 as the year for the arrival of these Finnish
hero and heroine medical missionaries to Hengc-
hung, since | was born in the same year in Taiwan.
Tonight, | am staying in Hengchun Christian Hospital.
Strolling down a small street in the quiet evening

of this little town, | feel as if | can see the shadows

of the backs of these beloved Finnish missionaries.
Here, | am inspired to follow their footsteps, left
behind 63 years ago. (This translation is based on an
article provided by Taiwan Chiayi Christian Hospital)
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LCMM Projects - Passing The Baton Project,
New Oversease Project

Alcohol Intolerance Education and Screen
Training Camp

MSCE Students Reflections

We went to a Senior Center and a school to talk
about alcohol intolerance and oral cancer prevention.
| had the opportunity to do oral exams on people,
including couple elders and a faculty member, Prof.
James. Beau and | checked their oral hygiene, asked
questions regarding beetle nuts and alcohol con-
sumption.

For me, the best day was the day where we shad-
owed doctors and nurses in the hospital. The doctor
was very open and willing to show us everything,

and answered all of our questions..... Another clin-
ical experience that | liked was when we visited the
Dialysis Center of the hospital | learned about the
patients lives, their routine, how many times they get
dialysis and how they cope with it.

This week was full of personal growth, trying to help
people to make change. Some cases hit sensitive
parts of our life, but we kept on moving, learning,
and reflecting on those cases from different points
of view.... We went out of our comfort zones, tried

to battle those language and cultural barriers that
we faced, make effort to be useful and make our stay
worthwhile. It was a week that was irreplaceable, and
| made the best choice of my life.

— Gua Gurbadam, special attendee from Mongolia,
with generous support of Taiwan Christian Medical
Association

| realized that God has given each of us different
gifts and talents and that we will be held account-
able...... I've come to realize that it will not be a
matter of which career | choose, but it will be a ques-
tion of where my heart is at in terms of hearing and
obeying God’s voice.

— Charlotte Chan

| saw God working through my fellow TAs and faculty
as they joyfully interacted with, served, and prayed
for the aboriginal children and elderly patients. And

| saw Him working through me, as | finally gave my
very brief (and painfully simple) testimony on the last
day, and | saw both tears and laughter come out of
the patients that | ministered to. — Lucia Lee

God was asking me “Where is your faith?” | thought
that | fully trusted in God, but in reality my trust was
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in the things | saw, heard and felt. | felt rebuked but
humbled that even though trials in life may seem
stronger to us than God's word, | can fight fear with
faith that can only come from Jesus...... During this
trip, | was able to catch a glimpse of what life is like
for both the people who are serving and the people
who are being served. —Esther Chan

One memorable day for me there was being able

to meet Joy, the young supervisor of the hospital
lab.....Throughout the introduction of the very small,
understaffed, and under-resourced lab it became
more clear how challenging it was to work there
long-term..... For me, meeting Joy was one of the
most eye-opening days of the week, and | came
away admiring her obedience and love for God, and
her willingness to devote not only her entire career,
but also the best years of her life, with selflessness
and faithful service. — Camille Chen

LCMM Projects - Passing The Baton Project
MSCE TA Reflection

| remember asking the
students on the first day

of bible study about their
thoughts on Chistianity.
They told me that what |
stood out to them was the |
sense of unity that Chris-
tians had. | saw this to be
so true during this trip!

A large majority of the
Taiwanese students were
not Christian, they were

so open and respectful towards our faith and our
testimonies. They came to bible study and praise
night and they were open to our questions. For me,
it was really a practice of being unashamed of the
gospel and being unafraid to share about what God
has given me so graciously!

— Charlotte Chan

My team always worked together to solve chal-
lenges and collaborated to hit all the best places
to eat when we went on a field trip. The thoroughly
planned activities were great bonding moments for
our group. We exchanged thoughts and built upon
each other’s ideas to complete contests such as the
lantern craft, scavenger hunt, and cooking contest.
—Esther Chan
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Taiwan is the place my father calls home. To my
American-born senses, it's both a home and a
foreign country...but regardless, during MSCE God
reminded me that the missions field is everywhere,
both at home and abroad.

— Hannah Chen

There was nothing more joyful than when my stu-
dents decided to open up about their beliefs and
ask us often-difficult and thought-provoking ques-
tions about Christianity, and | was taken aback when
several students thanked me for sharing so much
about the bible with them at the end of the camp.
— Lucia Lee

Throughout the week we had bible studies, person-
al testimonies, prayers times, and praise sessions.
These all provided excellent opportunities to ask the
students what they thought or how they felt about
these activities in order to begin conversations
about Christ.

Today | firmly believe that science and faith are har-
monious because God was the one who created all
things. Although science and logic alone won't lead
to a relationship with God, they are useful tools that
can be used to help point people towards Christ.

— Luke Lin

| treasure the time when we walked to our dorms
with sandy feet and wet clothes after exploring the
ocean. | remember the taste of the oyster pancakes
and mango shaved ice that Prof. James bought us.
It was a week full of surprises, new friendships and
endless amount of bubble tea.

— Gua Gurbadam, special attendee from Mongolia,
with generous support of Taiwan Christian Medical
Association
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I Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me. - Matthew 25:40
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Financial report (past 12 months, from 9/1/2018 to 8/31/2019)

Donation income $198,805.11
Interest income $2,975.35
Expenses
Admin. & contractor. $21,532.97
CPA/tax filing $990
Office rent $8,096
Printing/mailing/misc. ~ $13,561.41
Local ministries $3,575
Retired missionaries $67,196.57
Oversea mission $33,230

Heng Chun ministry. $10,040
MSCE student ministry. $7,221,44
English ministry $4,255.65

2019 budget $258,200
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P El:E N 4REBAYRE T: Grace Chen, Phyllis Cheng, Sylvia Yeh, Wendy Lu , Ed Poon, Prudence Buss,
FE3=83, Iris Lin, Mei Cheng, Claire Wang -
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Luke Christian Medical Mission
44790 S. Grimmer Blvd, Suite 203

Fremont, CA 94538 http://www.lcmmusa.org
US.A. thecallinglemm@gmail.com
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