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Seek Our Calling in A Pandemic
James Chen

| was having my breakfast in a local hotel restaurant
in Kaohsiung, Taiwan recently. The restaurant was
crowded with people moving around, buzzling with
their favorite food and enjoying their time of relaxing.
| saw families taking their children for vacation, young
couples, friends traveling together, retired people
sipping coffee with their leisure pace, businessmen
striving through their daily routine, middle school
students savoring their long-waited graduation trip in
groups and laughers. One can hardly image, and |
almost forget, that we are still in the shadow of one
of the deadliest pandemics in human history. Almost
two years have passed with > 5 million lives lost to
the SARS-CoV-2 virus since the beginning of January
2020. Finally, we have effective vaccines available for
protection and, potentially, drugs for treatments of
early infections. But we are still far from the threats
and challenges of mutations, outbreaks, travel
restrictions, uneven economy, unequal distribution of
vaccines to developing and underdeveloped
countries. Even with many aggressive vaccination
programs in different countries, there are still more
than 300,000 new cases and 4,000 deaths each day in
the world.

It was for a good reason that this busy dining room in
Taiwan was playing some soothing music in the
background amidst the commotion and noises. It
gave people a sense of calm and pleasant dining
experiences. There had been many days that Taiwan
had no reports of any confirmed COVID cases. Life
appeared to be quite on track to be as normal as it
could be. It was a luxury to be able to sit there
peacefully from California to enjoy the normalcy of
“noise” and to remember what life or the world was
like just two years ago. | suddenly realized that the
background restaurant music was from a popular
Christian worship song. What a pleasant surprise to

hear that here! It struck me that | was in a secular
hotel restaurant, in an island country that is still
deeply rooted in a mixture of Taoism, Buddhism
and multitude of local temples, gods and
goddesses. | became thankful that in this noisy
place and a chaotic, dangerous world with a
pandemic, we as Christians can still always hear
some quiet voices, words of encouragement from
the Bible and gentle callings from our Lord. God
does not stop speaking to us, even more so when
we are in unusual circumstances and times.

We remember the times when many inspired
medical missionaries were called to Taiwan to
serve, to save lives and souls for the kingdom of
God. It was a dangerous place and time in Taiwan
for these brave missionaries to come. They faced
many daily life-threatening infectious diseases like
malaria, cholera, Japanese encephalitis,
poliomyelitis, smallpox, plague, rabies, tuberculosis,
parasites without much protection for themselves
and their family members. How did they made such
daring decisions and dangerous journey to risk their
lives in Taiwan? Wasn’t it because that they were
seeking and heard voices of their personal callings
from the Lord in faith and prayer? True calling
should help us to expel anxiety, fear, weariness,
weakness, worries and propel us to dream, to dare,
to trust and to commit to God’s mission beyond our
own strength and understanding. We are glad, and
with gratitude, that during this period of COVID-19,
LCMM continues to seek and obey God’s calling.
Even though our daily life, travel and physical
gathering have been restricted, many faithful
brothers and sisters in Christ continue to serve, pray
and support our ministries. We were able to donate
protective medical supplies to healthcare providers
and communities. Our coworkers continue to hold
prayer meetings to pray for one another, our
ministries and to care for retired medical
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missionaries by Zoom. We saw our ministry
partners and ministries continues in Bangladesh,
Namibia, Taiwan despite the spread of the virus.
God also opened new opportunities for us to
support four new medical missionaries in Malawi,
the Islands (Africa) and Iraq. These are stories that
warm our hearts and reassure us that God is faithful
and can still use us even in a pandemic. As we will
soon enter the 3rd year of the pandemic, may we
earnestly call on Him and listen quietly to what His
calling would be for us is in this rapid changing and
seemingly noisy world.

“Because he loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue
him; | will protect him, for he acknowledges my
name. He will call on me, and | will answer him; |
will be with him in trouble, | will deliver him and

honor him. -Psalms 91:14-15

James is showing MacKay students how to perform PCR

testing
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After the COVID-19 vaccine was launched in every
state in the U.S. at the beginning of this year, the
epidemic was finally able to slow down. In mid-May,
the epidemic in Taiwan, however, gradually
increased. The government in Taiwan has also
initiated a nationwide Level-Three alert response
measure, thus many shops, factories, restaurants
and other industries have temporarily closed their
business as a result. Like here is the United States,
people's daily living, study, and work have been
greatly affected. No one is immune, and there can
be exceptions.

Some people describe 2020 and 2021 as a year of
famine or panic, in this troubled time, it is not
difficult for anyone to see the hardship that some
people in Taiwan have suffered recently. Besides that
we can surely pray for them, we also seek the
opportunities that we could provide some additional
help for their needs. Christian brothers and sisters
did not just take care of their own interests but also
of the things of that Jesus Christ would care. | have
witnessed so many miraculous things happened by
the love of God during this period.

Last year, the new Corona virus spread rapidly in
the United States, there was a great shortage of
protective medical equipments locally. We raised
funds locally, along with gifts from Taiwan, medical
masks, isolation covers and gowns. LCMM has
donated these precious and essential materials to
local community hospitals, nursing homes and
other institutions in the bay area.

This year, LCMM raised funds again for the epidemic
in Taiwan. In a short period of time, we have
received about $55,000 in fundraising which was
way exceeded what we had previously set goal.
Witnessing what God’s rich gracious provision is
really amazing, knowing that it is God who worked

SEFYEEEBRESMRTITER  RIERRAINEE
ME TR - ARF > QEEBAIEEHTR

BUFth a2 =R EmEHTENR - SFZ/|IE > T
B> ERFTERAMEREE - NEFRMAEZEN
1En—t > FTANER > B8 > TFHXE 7HEKRR
T8 RAATMER - AILAGIS -

BARE2020,2021 2 F I F - HESKSHAIRT
H > Bt AHIESEESEN—T] - BfIFR T AE
AHEEESN > hWREEEERNGTER - £EH
B LR B RRECHNE > i REREENE -

EERBETRETHASHIESTS -

EFEERNEREIREREIL » BELENEEAL
ToRER o RINEEEE SRR A SR L
AERANEEOS  [FlRGEEZEHTEER
BEREEE > AMFRNE T ELEREXNENLE
ME -

ST BiNATEERIEEREM » BIEEHERI
BT E/R#$55,000 - EiBiE T HMRTAENERE >
EIMEENEHERETY  RANMES(IH A
HOPET T BIENMEBNEBEEREAEESE
SEMRRRM -

X—Bl » FBEMAAL » EEEEHERSITHNE
BRI REPEES 0 E M EREREETMUZ
BUSIEHE - BUSRAMB T ENNNEEBES

Bl ERIEEEREEE > G FAHERELRHT
RARER

BE » ARNRREEZER T IEF1S0UZEORNE
B BH T BREARRERRRBHOERKER

8 - PEEELHINNERYBLERERARERE

2

/

R



I Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me. -

in the hearts of everyone of us, to take part in the
passion of Jesus Christ and to care for the needed
people in far-away Taiwan.

Another instance, via LCMM, a brother learned about
after-school auxiliary classes for schoolchildren
sponsored by Heng Chun Christian Hospital need for
50 laptop computers so that the students be able to
participate in remote learning during the epidemic. He
donated a large sum of money to buy computers, and
personally contacted manufacturers to arrange such
order, which greatly helped the students in their
studies.

Additionally, by your generous donation, LCMM has
helped 150 children in Heng Chun eat for 60 days. Your
donation helped the Chia Yi Special Children Home
Service Center to replace worn-out furniture and to
provide food package of the Chinese Christian
Association for low-income families and the

emergency relief fund for the weak and small churches.
The donation has helped three disadvantaged families
of Chia Yi Tai Bao Church to overcome financial
difficulties, and also sponsored the production of "Re-
Think the Epidemic" by the Ladder Dream Association, a
series of lectures on the topic that could help people
whole-personally in the epidemic.

Some worried that the people around the world used
to recognized the concept of "sharing the living in one
global village". However, after this large-scale
epidemic, it may cause people to pay attention merely
to themselves and mind the business of their own. For
that concern, | would like to remind and to encourage
you with these two versus, Philippians 2:4-5:

"4 not looking to your own interests but each of you
to the interests of the others.

51n your relationships with one another, have the
same mindset as Christ Jesus:"

(Translated by Willy Soong)
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Grace Chen
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Reflection of Mrs. Sally Dennis’

memorial service
Grace Chen

From 1950 to 1970, many medical missionaries came
to Taiwan. They dedicated their lives to spreading the
gospel on this deserted island. Newspapers and
magazines reported their stories, but they rarely
mentioned the sacrifice of the parents, wives, and
children behind them. The well-known Dr. Frank
Dennis came to Taiwan in 1961 and established
Taitung Christian Hospital, to which he dedicated 33
years of his life. We know very little about Dr. Frank
Dennis’ mother, only that she was widowed and
worked hard to raise her only son and dedicate him
to God. She lived alone for more than 30 years. When
Dr. Dennis retired and returned to the States, his
mother was over 90 years old. In the last few years of
her life, she was fortunate enough to enjoy her last
days with her son by her side. LCMM was exceedingly
fortunate to become acquainted with another giant
behind Dr. Dennis, Mrs. Sally Dennis (often called
Mother Tan). Dr. and Mrs. Dennis joyfully obeyed
God's calling, serving for a lifetime in Taiwan for the
gospel’s purpose. In April of last year, she went to
rest in God’s peace. Her infectious smile is most
missed.

In 2012, Dr. Dennis was invited to be the speaker of
an LCMM event. Mrs. Dennis accompanied him to the
Bay Area. During some free time, | took them to
watch a big hit 3D movie “Life of Pi”. When the movie
showed the little boy struggling and drifting alone in
the turbulent ocean, | turned around and saw Mrs.
Dennis was wiping away tears. Roman 12:15 said
“Rejoice with them that rejoice; weep with them that
weep”. Mrs. Dennis was blessed with a soft and
empathetic heart that made her see the needs of
Taiwanese people.
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Once, Dr. Dennis asked LCMM co-worker Andy to take
them to a port in San Francisco. In 1961, Dr. and Mrs.
Dennis took four young children, the oldest being 7
years old and the youngest under a year old, onto a
cargo ship leaving from that very port via Japan to
Taiwan. It was an era when paper diapers did not
exist yet. They had to wash and dry the diapers every
day during this tough journey. After nearly a month
of sailing, the ship finally arrived in Japan. The port
was so busy and noisy that they could not find the
person who had planned to meet them. The children
were crying because of exhaustion. Dr. Dennis once
said that this was a hard time in his memory; | can
hardly imagine how Mrs. Dennis made it through this
journey with her four young children.

Knowing that Dr. and Mrs. Dennis love landscaping, |
once took them to the Filoli Garden. When | parked
Mrs. Dennis’ wheelchair in a corner of the garden to
take a break, she pointed to the two pots of Hyacinth
in the corner with excitement. It turned out that Dr.
Dennis always sent her a Hyacinth on every
Valentine’s Day. It started from their first Valentine in
medical school, and Dr. Dennis never once forgot.
Due to the financial hardships of his family, Dr. Dennis
had to help serve lunch in school. Mrs. Dennis
noticed that this young medical student always
prayed before his meals. They married in 1953 and
shared the life goal of serving the Lord as medical
missionaries. Her gentle and thoughtful nature
combined with perseverance, coupled with her
professional training as a nurse, made her the best
possible partner in Dr. Dennis’ medical mission
career. In the remote Taiwanese countryside where a
fire had to be started to cook, with no gas stove and
no air-conditioning, she lit up life with love.

After Mrs. Dennis retired and returned to the United
States, her left body was paralyzed due to a stroke.
Dr. Dennis became her primary caregiver. From food
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preparation to chores at home, from reminding
taking medicines to physical therapy, Mrs. Dennis
always relied on his care. | remembered LCMM
once had dinner with them; Dr. Dennis asked us to
wait a moment before taking a group photo, then
took a comb from his pocket to comb Mrs. Dennis’s
hair. Our co-workers couldn't help but smile
knowingly. The semi-paralyzed body did not take
away Mrs. Dennis’ smile. She not only obediently
accepted the thorn that God left on her, but also
responded with joy. Every time | pushed her in a
wheelchair, she always sang hymns. Though the
lyrics could not be heard clearly, the song "In the
Garden" kept echoing in my mind! The Lord walks
with her in the garden!

Friends and relatives shared their memories of Mrs.

Dennis during the memorial service. The laughter
and choking sounds were very different from
Taiwan's endlessly sad farewells. Mrs. Dennis has
fought the good fight, finished the course and kept
the faith. We thank her for everything she has done
for Taiwan. We thank God for this encounter. She is
free from frail body and flying free in God'’s
kingdom. We miss her dearly but know we will
meet again in heaven. This is the most beautiful
promise from the Lord.

We miss you dearly, Sally!

Joy in the Heights and in the Depths
Mary Jeanne Buttrey

“And we are writing these things so that our joy
may be complete.” (1 Jn 1:4)

John used those
introductory
words to explain
the purpose of
his epistle.
Biblical
manuscripts
disagree as to
whether he
wrote our joy or
your joy. | think
both are fitting.
John wanted his
readers to know
the good news
of what Jesus
Christ has done
for us, to experience the grace of his free forgiveness
of our sin, to learn to walk daily with him through the
Holy Spirit. These all bring great joy both to a new
believer and to fellow Christians who see his work in
themselves and in others. Lately, the Lord has been
impressing on me how many opportunities there are
to rejoice God’s ongoing work in us, no matter how
long we've been walking with him.

Dr. Buttrey- Serving in Taiwan faithfully

for more than 30 years.

I’'m a visual learner, so | tend to form mental images
of abstract concepts. For example, | think of peace
like a river flowing along. This image is expressed in
hymns and songs like It Is Well With My Soul or the
song I've Got Peace Like a River. But the metaphor is
much older; the prophet Isaiah applied it in speaking
of those who would enjoy God’s peace (Is 66:12) but
also about for those who would miss out on it (Is
48:18). In my mind’s eye, then, | see a horizontal
image of floating along the river of God’s peace. For
me, on the other hand, for me, joy is like a huge
vertical pillar, one that reaches to the sky but that
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also plunges down into the darkness that we
sometimes experience.

This may sound contradictory, as those hard times
are often accompanied by sadness and perhaps fear.
So how can there be joy as well? That’s where the
vertical image helps me. We usually think of joy in
connection with wonderful, delightful events. A
wedding between two believers who together intend
to serve the Lord. A dear family member who, after a
long period of seeking, has chosen to follow the Lord
in baptism. The birth of a child or a grandchild.
(Perhaps the mother has even more joy than the
father or grandparents because she is finally over her
painful labor!) These and many other events are filled
with happiness. But joy is so much more than
happiness. It can be present even when we are
definitely not happy in our circumstances.

In Taiwan, | was trying to encourage and counsel a
missionary colleague going through a very dark valley.
| was afraid because bad outcomes were definitely
possible. Yet God graciously reassured me that he
was present with both of us. We simply had to trust
him and keep working on the hard personal things
this colleague was facing. That experience of his
presence was what | can best describe as a fierce joy.
Things looked and felt very bad—but God was there.
Tim Keller often makes a similar statement (which he
attributes to Elisabeth Elliott), “Joy is not the absence
of trouble; it is the presence of the Lord.” So while joy
at times is like being on the top of the world,
celebrating with balloons and laughter, we can also
experience it when we don’t see anything good in a
situation. The prophet Habakkuk expressed this as he
awaited God’s judgment on Judah. The Lord had just
told him he was going to use the wicked Babylonians
to judge his people. Habakkuk struggled in prayer
over this, but in the end he said,

Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor

fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive

fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be
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by natural processes. After all, who created the world
in which we live with all the physical properties
involved in its ongoing existence? Who upholds the
universe by the word of his power (Heb 1:3)? Who
gave medical scientists the skill and creativity to
understand these created processes, allowing good
treatment and, in some cases, complete recovery?
These are all aspects of God’s common grace, the
providence by which he upholds, guides, and cares
for his creation. We are robbing him of his glory if we
see his hand only in the spectacular. And we also lose
out on joy if we fail to recognize his hand at work
even in natural events. Certainly he can and does do
miraculous things, but he is no less at work through
what he has created and sustains. Let’s not fail to give
him the glory even in more day-to-day situations.

Recently I've been rejoicing to see how God has
worked steadily and quietly in the lives of brothers
and sisters. | say quietly because these are not flashy,
mountaintop experiences. Rather, they testify to
what Eugene Peterson calls a “long obedience in the
same direction.” The individuals are walking faithfully
with God, and he is continuing to sanctify them and
cause them to grow to become more like Jesus.

A missionary colleague struggled for a number of
years with psychological symptoms that didn’t
prevent ministry but were personally troubling.
Recently this individual realized there was a burden
of ongoing guilt. There was never any doubt that God
had forgiven it, but his grace wasn’t experienced
deep in the heart. Recognizing this and really relaxing
into God’s grace led to a marked lessening of the
symptoms. As my colleague recounted this emotional
healing, we both experienced joy and glorified God
together.

Two different Christian sisters were recently
diagnosed with advanced cancer and are undergoing
initial chemotherapy very similar to the first round of
treatment | had had. It was a joy to hear that they are
just continuing to walk with Jesus, experiencing his
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peace despite having a deadly disease. They face a
difficult, uncertain course and are having
uncomfortable treatment side effects. But there is joy
in the Lord’s presence with them, and | rejoice that
they, too, know this even in the midst of a journey
with cancer.

So | praise God, whether in the exciting heights, in
mundane day-to-day life, or even in the depths of
despair. Thank you, Lord, for some amazing,
unexpected, wonderful evidence of your work. But
thank you, too, for the quiet work that goes on in the
lives of brothers and sisters, molding us to the image
of Christ. Thank you that you’ve promised never to
leave me. You're with me in the dark times that
come, yes, even in the valley of the shadow of death.
| delight in the river of peace flowing continually from
you—the peace that | can’t understand but can
experience. Thank you that you enable me to do as
the apostle Paul commands. | rejoice in you! (Phil
4:4-7)

Mary Jeanne Buttrey

Bigy
October 22, 2021
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Live out a life God has planned for you
Dr. Zachary Wong

Life is like a CD. We can decide how to use this CD;
we can use it as a Frisbee, as a coaster, by placing it
on the back of a bicycle as a reflector, or as an art
piece for interior decoration. However, it would be a
pity if a beautiful melody was actually recorded in
this CD, but never had a chance to be played. Life is
the same. We can use our lives freely, but it would
be a pity if we don’t live out God's plan for us.

At the age of 17, | faced the pressures of entering a
higher education and deciding what to study in the
future. Many possibilities in the future were
presented in front of me. Should | be a teacher in
the future? Engineer? Accountant? lawyer?
Physician? Service industry? author? The infinite
possibilities in the future all depended on the scores
of university entrance exam, and a difference of one
point could lead to different career. Facing a
crossroads in life, | felt hesitant and helpless.

| lived in a muddle-headed life during high school. |
had no idea what | would do in the future until a
medical missionary came to our church one day
sharing photos of his medical work overseas. | don’t
know why, but | started tearing when looking at
those photos. | talked to God, if His plan for me is to
be a medical missionary, then please help me. My
grades were poor at the time. | told people that |
wanted to be a doctor or a dentist, my teachers and
classmates thought | was dreaming. However, my
grades quickly soared to the top of the class in a
month, and | was finally admitted to the Department
of Dentistry.

After becoming a dentist, | knew that | was going to
be a medical missionary, but | didn’t know which
country | would serve in. | started to travel around
the world and prayed to God, “If | step into the land
you want me to go, please let me know clearly.” |
went to Qinghai, which was hit by the Yushu
earthquake recently, and to northern Thailand,
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which faced the threat of drug lords and threats. |
went to the slums of Kenya, the icy Soviet territory
of Kyrgyzstan, the Syrian refugee camp in Jordan,
and the New Guinea, their primitive tribes lived
without water and electricity. | finally came to Iraq,
ravaged by ISIS. | thank God that before my
adventures with Him, He had already prepared
everything for me. It was before the journey begins,
I met my wife, a high school teacher who has
longed to be like Schweitzer and Mother Teresa
since childhood. We were students, not a doctor or
a teacher yet, we were together because shared
visions and burdens. After graduating, |
am very grateful to God for allowing us
to complete the works with which He
| entrusted us one by one. We have a

= two-year-old daughter and a second

:| child on the way as our newest team
members.

|| Practically speaking, what can a dentist
" | do when he goes to a slum or a refugee
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camp? The people | helped have
experienced wars, the deaths of their
relatives, and they often don't know
when and where their next meal would be. How
much help could | render through doing dental
work?

| still remembered once | treated a Syrian refugee
woman. While waiting for the anesthetic to take
effect, | asked her “Could you tell me your story? so
| could share it with the world, so that more help
might come if they know what you have been
through.” When she started telling her story, tears
ran down from her cheek. She said that the war
looked far away and would not approach their
village. The adults worked and the children played
as usual. One night, however, she heard explosions
and gunshots. Their home was riddled with bullet
holes. Army and tank vehicles entered their village.
Her father, husband, and brother all died on that
same day. She knew if she fled by car, she would
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become the target of the army. Therefore, she
walked across the desert on foot with her 7-month-
old baby and came to the refugee camp.

After listening to her story, | honestly didn’t know
how to respond or how to comfort her. | prayed to
the Holy Spirit silently, "Lord, please tell me what |
should say." Then | told her, "I'm sorry to hear what
has happened to you and your family. You must be
disappointed in human nature, but there is still light
in the darkest places. When | received a medical
team’s invitation to come here to be among you, |
joined without a second of hesitation, because God
touched my heart. He not only touched my heart,
but also the hearts of many Christians all over the
world. He brings many countries and Christians
together to be here to help you rebuild your
homeland. God wants to tell you that He has not
forgotten you.”

This is the very message | want to convey
throughout my life. To the poor living in slums,
victims of natural disasters, or refugees of war, the
help we can provide is very limited, but we can let
them know thru our work of love that there are
people caring about them and that God has not
forgotten them.

One morning when | was in Iraq, | knelt on the
ground and prayed, God showed me a vision. |
looked down on the plains of Iraq from the air and
saw at the refugee camps erected by tents. God
asked me, “What do you see?” | replied, “I see a lot
of tents?” But this was not the answer God wanted,
so he asked me a second time, “What do you see? |
replied, “I don’t know, many sad and broken
hearts?”

That was not the answer neither, so He asked me
for a third time, “What do you see?” At this time,
my vision began to zoom in. | saw the white haired,
withered elders and the frosty faced middle-aged
people running freely and happily like children. The



I Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me. - Matthew 25:40 o {{i7E&/\iI3E TiEHKE FMEMEES LI

EREFARE, A —RB LA RS,

I HEBRER—ERSR, BREPHREBFERISAY
TR, BE LHAAZHIRERRIERNERE,
FFBTE: MERAE?, BEE: ZRERHFZIR
2 EREAFRLFENER REMBEET
R ARE RMAE? BOZ: BAME, FZEEHRE
AIN?

BETAR LHENER, REMNXEHRE=X,
RERME? EFHEEEMIBMNA zoomin BER
BREANEYE AZRERNEA - MERTEN
FREA, ZREIZIM ISR B B/ \FHER O
BEAIER T, TR GRFAMMNE FREF B Z
B FIRAKEE. EHIRBGER: BB RMFIZEA
%, thIEZ BRI EEE -

EFHFEREERTPIA - BEEMRIBRERA—
0 TERBZREIFMBERERE  BREEWF
1S4 WHSHNEEE - (8910:10)) » EHE
WS AME - SHNE  SaEfIALE
FRORTEISRIBLEAS O - EREIBPLEHERBE
B9—1]) » T TR love ~ Joy ~ Peace ©

Hope °

ERERMEL  =FRNETHE - 2@0H
EHNFIERZETHER > THEMFRNENRE
FHRIHER > BlaPNEEZ MRFATHN

FIREIRF E T —54KBAR > EHREEZET
ERENEE MBPTAEMAY R AT —K
BRELBENES  HER2AHENSE > N
AR E 2RI R —EREFAR » Witk

SRR EAERERIRFEERER > MEEZZRIIE

Heavenly Father opened his hands watching them
lovingly. God said to me, “They are my children, and
they should be with me in the paradise.”

God sees those who are in distress. His vision is very
different from ours. "The thief comes only to steal
and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10).

God is looking for someone who is willing to go, to
proclaim His love and His beautiful plan for all
mankind; to restore everything that was stolen by the
devil and to bring back His love, joy, peace, and hope.

| learned from the news that the U.S. military
withdrew from Afghanistan. The door of gospel was
closed in Afghanistan. US further announced that
they will withdraw and end Iraq war by the end of
2021. My thought was, "If the Iraq door is about to
be closed like Afghanistan’s, then | should seize the
last opportunity to do what | can still do." Thank the
Lord for giving me a faithful and brave wife, who is
carrying an inconvenient body due to pregnancy, but
still willing to go to Irag with me and taking our 2-
year-old daughter along. She said that since she has
decided to follow Jesus, she must trust His guidance
fully.

| remembered the missionaries who came to Taiwan
in the early days. In that era, they had to worry about
being attacked by the aboriginals and about all kinds
of cureless diseases, such as typhoid fever, malaria,
cholera, leprosy, and more. They didn’t have
airplanes to fly home like today. They didn’t have cell
phones and internet to keep contact with their
distant families, but they still choose to follow God to
Taiwan. Not only the missionaries who came to
Taiwan, but also the first apostles and the early
churches, the church building history has never been
based on safety and comfort, but on meeting
challenges and making the right decisions. It is a
history of decision making between "to be afraid " or
" to be faithful and to love". Generations of believers
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who chose "faith and love" had co-authored many
wonderful stories with god, and those stories
carved deep into the church history. Now those in
heaven’s honor roll are watching us with Jesus, are
we going to continue to write the stories through
faith and love?

Appendix
For these coming two months in Irag, we plan to
bring three projects to introduce attributes of God'’s
Kingdom: Love, Peace, and Joy. We will also
collaborate with a local organization, Habibi
International, to introduce the fourth attribute,
Hope.

Love: Passing love through medical treatment and
cards
@Dental ministry,
Contains several items-
* Routine visits to 3 pre-arranged villages and 1
refugee camp
* Establish a dental base in a refugee camp
* Establish a medical record system
* Establish an appointment system
* Increase root canal treatment, extend dental
treatment to periodontal disease.
@Pass the love and care from Taiwan
* Distribute 200 bible-themed painted cards
* Numerous mini scripture cards

Peace: Solving the fire problem

Due to the dry climate and hot weather, fires often
occur and burn down the refugees’ last remaining
assets, especially in summer.

We would like to form a study group with Habibi
local co-workers to learn more about the causes of
fire and to do disaster prevention training and
purchase fire extinguishers.

Joy: Let the children have happy memories.
The devil has stolen the happiness of childhood in
refugee camp, so we want to create their happy
memories by holding a party in the camp. Ideas
include

e an obstacle course
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e making balloon sculptures

¢ offering food and drink,

e giving away scripture cards and toys.
Hope: English education and computer education
Through English education, local refugees may be
able to get more job opportunities. Through
computer education, they might be able to get a
job to work remotely in multinational companies.

Prayer requests
1. Pray for the stability of the local political
situation
There are two government systems in Iraq: the
Kurdish Autonomous Region of Northern Iraq
(where we are) and Baghdad in the south.
Northern Irag has US troops and Western forces
stationed there, so it is relatively friendly to the
West. However, President Biden has announced
that US will withdraw its forces from Iraq by the
end of the year. As a result, the southern
government forces, neighboring countries
opposed to Kurdish countries, and extremist
organizations have begun to move.
* SIS most recently launched a terrorist attack
in the south, killing 13 policemen
e |lran claims that Kurdish terrorists fled into
northern Iraq and started airstrikes the
mountainous border of northern Irag over
several days
e Although the US military announced in July
that it would end the Iraq War at the end of
the year, thank the Lord, US still sent 2,000
troops in September to replace the existing
2,500 troops. They will be stationed here for a
nine-month term.
Although the US military announced in July that it
would end the Iraqg War at the end of the year,
thank the Lord, US still sent 2,000 troops in
September to replace the existing 2,500 troops.
They will be stationed here for a nine-month
term.
2. Pray for the health and safety of my family
including the unborn baby and my 2-year-old

daughter
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3. Pray for the smooth proceeding of local ministry
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Thank the Lord for the local commander, who
is in charge of all refugee camps. He was
awarded full scholarship from Taiwan
government to study in Taiwan for ten years
from college to Ph.D. He has been very
friendly to us when he learned we are from
Taiwan. Thank the Lord for preparing and
opening the way. Please also pray for good
communication and collaboration with our
partner Habibi International. Pray that we are
one in the Lord.
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God'’s Calling: Unexpected Path and On

Track
Li-Li Hsiao from Boston

Being born and raised in
Taiwan, | became a
Christian in high school. But
| did not fully understand
the true meaning of
Christianity at the time. |
came to the United States
to pursue a PhD in 1983. |
heard a statement on the
radio after three days
spent in this country, the
speaker said “...
Christianity is not a
religion, itis a
relationship between you
and God...”, this helped me to focus on building my
relationship with God. And this one simple step has
changed what | have become and the direction of
my life.

mEMEILERNFEE
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Like every Saturday, | went to the laboratory to do
my Ph.D. work. | was the only person working in the
laboratory on March 8, 1986. God moved my heart,
and | dedicated my life to God on this Saturday.
From that day onward, | began to ask God in my
prayers about “What and how HE wants me to do
for HIM”. Many years passed; God clearly let me
know that HIS calling for me was to be a doctor.
After much struggle, like Jacob wrestling with God, |
obeyed God’s calling and entered medical schoal,
the first trial. While in medical school, | would drive
hours to meet a surgeon or an OB-GYN physician
who just returned from Africa, all told me to equip
myself with “surgical skills” if | planned to serve God
in Africa. When the time to choose specialty came, |
wanted to become a surgeon not only because |
wanted to go to Africa but also because (1) | love
being in operating room, where | felt peace and
calm (2) I am very good with my hands and a sense
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of 3-dimensional vision (3) | was recognized by my
peers in that, as a 4th year medical student, was as
good as the senior surgical residents. | thought to
myself how lucky it was that | wanted to serve God
in Africa and | happened to also love being a
surgeon.

While praised by many, | did not match to any
surgical residency program. | felt rejected by God. |
was sad, confused, and angry with HIM. Many years
later, | realized that God intervened at the time. God
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sent me a message that HE would not be able to
“use” me if | were a surgeon because | walked
“before” God instead of “following” God. | was

“telling” God what | thought would be good for HIS
kingdom instead of “waiting” for HIS cue. It was no
longer me serving God, instead it was my ego and
pride. God used this misstep, reminding me WHO
God is so | would walk “behind” HIM, not “before”
HIM, | would “listen” to HIM before any decision, |
would stay “still” if | did not hear from HIM.
Through this misstep, HE taught me to be “humble

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God, not by works, so that no one can boast”.
Ephesians 2:8-9 reminds me that everything | have
is from God, not because | am able, or | am smart. |
thought | was not smart enough to do Internal
medicine, but God stopped me from becoming a
surgeon and directed me to specialize in

medicine. °

When the time came to choose a subspecialty, it
was equally difficult because | love every
subspecialty | have come in contact with. | prayed to
God asking Him to give me specific direction. God
showed me Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with
all your heart. And lean not on your own
understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him,
and he will make your path straight”. God is telling
me that | could decide whatever my heart’s desire
was this time but with three principles (1) trust HIM
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with all my heart, (2) Lean not on my own
understanding, and (3) In all my ways acknowledge
HIM. My heart tells me this is nephrology.
Meanwhile | decided to become the best kidney
doctor | could and trained at the best program in
the country, Harvard. | distinctly

retired missionaries. | participated in the Medical
Students Cultural Exchange (MSCE) program and
teaching the “Current Topics in Biomedicine” course
at MacKay Medical College in Taiwan as well as
LCMM oversea ministries. Due to the strong sense
of community service, LCMM has formed a close
partnership with a community outreach program |
created called “Kidney Disease Screening and
Awareness Program (KDSAP)”

Covid-19 has thrown a curve ball at everyone since
2020 including LCMM. But we are not discouraged,
instead we seek opportunities to serve God by
serving the communities in need both in the USA and
in Taiwan. Through Covid-19, | realize that so many
friends and fellow Christians with tremendous love
have formed partnerships with LCMM in fighting the
Covid-19 for common good and for the glory of our
LORD.

| have been touched by every sister and brother who
is involved in the work of LCMM through their love,
faith, loyalty to God and their strong desire to serve
God. It never ceases to surprise me with the bulk
amount of work accomplished with such few co-

you did for me. -
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Dr. Hsiao mentoring students in community

service

workers. | see smiles and | see focus, the kind of focus

we normally see at the professional level, yet
brothers and sisters of LCMM use their gifts for God’s
kingdom. Together with the leaders, LCMM always

has very clear and well defined visions in serving God.

For this, | see God’s hands at work repeatedly every
time | work with this group of precious people. | see
miracles in LCMM, and | see God in brothers and
sisters of LCMM. Thank you for allowing me to be
part of this great organization.
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God’s Work in Bangladesh
Winston Kao and Pichie Sung

God's mission through business is indeed far-
reaching. In 1997, we felt God leading us to set up a
factory in Bangladesh in order to bring the gospel
there. We followed His call and started our ministry to
the Bangladeshi. Bangladesh is closed to missionaries,
and its government typically refuses to issue visas to
missionaries. However, as investors and businessmen,
we were welcomed into the country. Our business
enabled us opportunities to integrate into the
Bangladeshi community and eventually start a
ministry to share the gospel. At first, we invited
friends to read the Bible and introduced Jesus
through Bible study groups. In the first 15 years,
growth of the church was very slow, and there were
very few believers. Not only was there insufficient
funding, but the Bangladeshi people’s hearts were
hardened.

Then, God asked us to lead the Chinese businessmen
in Bangladesh to the gospel, after which the number
of believers grew and we were eventually able to
form a Chinese church. Through their dedication, God
provided us with sufficient supplies for the ministry to
the Bangladeshi. As we prayed for God to soften the
Bangledesh people’s hearts, God led us to plant a
church in Kampara. Through the Kampara church, we
were able to spread the gospel and serve the local
families throughout the district. In Ashula area, we
set up a primary school for the indigent and cared for
their families, gradually gaining their trust and
establishing a friendship. The primary school became
the launching point for a Bible study group that
eventually developed into a children’s Sunday school.
We also later added a medical ministry. Through
education and medical care outreach, we were able
to establish a church in the Ashula region.

Last year, we also started a women’s ministry. We
provided vocational training in artisanal crafts. During
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the classes, we taught the women how to pray,
worship, and study the Bible. Many women grew to
know God and spread the gospel to their own
families and neighbors. Praise be to God! These days,
Ashula Church is a friend to every family in the
district. Those in need know they can come to the
church for prayer and assistance.

We used a similar model for our ministry in Modafa.
We also started with a Bible study that eventually
grew into a church, and now we also perform
medical outreach through the Modafa church every
month. This outreach has brought us closer with our
community and enabled us to share the gospel with
more neighbors. We pray that God would grant us
wisdom and opportunities to grow the church, so
that local residents can experience God's grace and
power first-hand.

Medical work has brought us closer to the local
residents, making it easier to penetrate into their
lives and understand their needs. | am so grateful to
the Luke Christian Medical Mission for working
alongside us in our medical ministry in 2018, and we
are still experiencing God’s work through medical
ministry to this day. Thanks be to God!

This year, we started a new ministry in Zirabo, where
we now have a Bible study group. Please pray for
God’s continued leadership and provision for our
ministry in this region.

Every day in
Bangladesh is full
of miracles and
wonders! Praise be
to God, nothing is
beyond his
abilities. To Him be
the glory, amen!

The numbers of those who are believing and
baptized are increasing.
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God’s Blessings Upon

MacKay Medical College
Professor Lucy Tsai
My people will live in peaceful dwelling places, in
secure homes,
in undisturbed places of rest. (Isaiah 32:18)

Been in this teaching job at MacKay Medical College
(MMC) for 12 years, | personally witnessed Principal
Wei and Principal Lee’s endeavors, along with the
contributions of the staff and students that we have
built the MMC into a complete-range academy in
medical, nursing and hearing and speech pathology
education. For this accomplishment, we have to give
our thanks and praises to our Lord in preparing so
many of His faithful servants and for their unselfish
devotions and sacrifices.

MacKay is by no means a big school in size, however,
due to well-planned goals and all the efforts in
pursuing the tangible and the intangible resources,
we have all come to enjoy the petite yet maybe the
most beautiful campus among all medical schools
across Taiwan. The campus is always surrounded by
the blue sky and the green hilly pastures steps away
from the beautiful Pacific Ocean. In the past 12 years,
it was always the enchanting scenes of the blue sky
and the ocean, coupled with the cool ocean breezes
that greet me in my morning walk to the classrooms;
and the sinking sun setting to the horizon that can
easily been seen in the campus that sends me off into
the night. Because of the campus setting is so
beautiful and welcoming, the college also became
one of the most popular sites for the locals to hang
out or wonder around.

Besides the strong financial support from the MacKay
Memorial Hospital, MMC also benefits tremendously
from the donations of many organizations and
individuals. Among them, Luke Christian Medical
Mission (LCMM) has played a big role in not just the
financial part, but also strongly in actual participation
of the education by sending many lecturers and TAs
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from the US sponsoring different courses of
international seminars and classes and other
activities over the years. These programs have
become a very important part of our students’
learning in foreign language and have given great
opportunities in spreading the gospels among the
students.

MMC may be the only medical institution in Taiwan
to possess this unique resource form overseas, and
the offering was never cut off even during the
pandemic. In the past two years of Covid-19, LCMM
utilized the virtual venues to maintain its education
programs with our students so that the benefit of
this program was never had to be disrupted even
during the unprecedented pandemic period.

Thanks to the fund recently donated by Dr. Paul
Cheng’s family and financial contributions from many
brothers and sisters in LCMM, we established the
Center for International Cultural Exchange at MacKay
campus. Even though we have yet to have an
inaugural ceremony due to the pandemic, the center
has already started its run. Many in person and
virtual activities, such as Bian-Dang ( lunch box) Talks,
zoom meetings and peer English learning program
have been held in the Center that was founded in
God’s love.

We especially like to thank the faculties and TAs sent
to us by LCMM to support the Center’s programs,
including Charlotte Chan, Ester Chan, Victor Hsiao,
Andrew Cheng, Dr. James Chen, for their vibrant
presentations and classes which gave our students so
much to learn and set so many examples to look up
to. They shared their faith through their teachings
through which | firmly believe God will do His wonder
on these medical students when the time is due for
the harvest, and that many souls will be saved
eventually through the works of these faithful
Christians.

We are especially thankful to the TAs that
participated in the Online Friendship Programs
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Serving and mentoring future doctors and nurses of

Taiwan

during the pandemic. With their earnest and sincere
devotion of their time and dedication, our students
were able to continue the programs without
interruption and continue to benefit from the
program. We know how rewarding their efforts are
because the enrollment for the program has doubled
and we credit all of this to the word of mouth among
the students. We want to thank the great efforts
given by Dr. Paul Cheng and Dr. James Chen, to whom
we think are fully responsible for the success of this
international language exchange program. Over the
years, LCMM brought to us not just the great results
of improving our students’ language capability, they
also brought to us lots of knowledges of most
updated medical information in the U.S. Lecturers like
Drs. Li-Li Hsiao, James Chen, Margaret Lee, Mei
Cheng, took the time and at their own cost to travel
from east and west coast of U.S to our campus and
gave our participants the knowhow of their
profession and the update of what’s going on in the
medical and science field.

We have so much to be thankful. Our Lord has
provided so much resources and so many gifted
Christians to our campus and to help us to achieve
the goal of passing the torches of medical mission
while knowing God'’s love for us. With all these
devotions, we are hoping that these young medical
students will one day get to know God and will
commit to indulge in the transitioning for passing this
torch of never ending “fire of lives”.

| can’t help but to count the blessings from God, for
the devotion of all the brothers and sisters in LCMM.
Please join me in my prayer to our Father to make
this Culture Center a home for the lost sheep, where
they can find the rest and peace, and more
importantly, that they can all find our loving God
here, that they will answer the call and exemplified
what the disciple Luke has done to spread the good
news among those whom they will cure. Praise the
Lord and the honor and glory be onto Him.
(Translated by Andy Chen)
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Financial Summary as of October 31, 2021.
Diana Huang

We give thanks to the Lord for giving Luke Christian Medical Mission ("LCMM") so many opportunities to
serve God's kingdom and the global community. LCMM has received total year-to-date contribution in the
amount of $143,963.15. This includes $57,090.00 for COVID-19 relief, $49,125.00 for the General fund,
$18,388.75 for Retired Missionary Support and $19,359.40 for the other remaining funds. The total expenses
year-to-date is $170,519.83. And the net income/(expense) year-to-date is (526,556.68).

Luke Christian Medical Mission Funding report
For the period of January'2021 to October’2021

BEGINNING BALANCE $ 461,150.77
TOTAL CONTRIBUTION INCOME
EXPENSES

COVID-19 Relief $59,917.00

Oversea Ministry $ 30,000.00

Retired Missionary Support $22,900.00

MSCE $11,850.00

Ta-Tung Ministry $ 10,000.00

Rural Taiwan Ministry $10,372.47

Other Expenses $ 25,480.36
TOTAL EXPENSES S 170,519.83
ENDING BALANCE S 434,594.09
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As of October 31,2021, LCMM has 9 different funds in the total amount of $434,594.09.

In March 2021, LCMM decided to setup a COVID-19 Relief Fund for Taiwan. We thank the LORD that
so many people generously contributed to this COVID-19 relief fund. LCMM has been able to directly
support low income families, senior nursing home, and several other organizations in

Taiwan to help people impacted by COVID-19.

For our Oversea ministry, LCMM has supported community services and evangelical programs of a
church in Namibia and a church in Bangladesh by providing medical services. Also, LCMM has
supported several missionaries who are working in the Middle East and Africa.

Despite the pandemic, the 2021 MSCE camp was still able to be held online in July 2021. There were
many MacKay medical students and TA from the US who participated in this program.

For our TaiTung ministry and Rural Taiwan Ministry, LCMM is continuing to work with Tai-Tung
Christian hospital and Heng Chun Christian hospital to do local community services and evangelical
services.

Total Expenses Year-to-Date
$170,519.83

COVID-19 Relief
COVID-19 Relief
35% Oversea Ministry

i Retired Missionary Support
| MSCE

Oversea Ministry ® Ta-Tung Ministry
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